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Preface

The Danish magazine Piber & Tobak (pipes & Tobatbeas)been writing interesting articles on Danish
pipe makers since it first came out in 1978.

Unfortunately the Danish language is only knowrfdwy, so the articles have mainly been a source of
information and inspiration for the Scandinaviapgogsmokers.

We asked Piber & Tobak for permission to trandilagearticles so the information could be sharet wit
others outside Denmark, and we reached an agreenadmig this possible.

It turned out to be a painstaking task to transkatan pictures etc., so we really hope you apgiethe
effort. This Vol. 1 is covering the years 1978 989

If the articles are well received, we will contintlne effort and issue a Vol. 2 covering 1999 uwaiilay
and include articles on Swedish pipe makers aneratiiormation that may interest you as well.

We hope you enjoy.

Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Copyright ©2014
Piber & Tobak
All Rights Reserved. No part of this CD/documeryrbe
reproduced in any form, except for the inclusion
of brief quotations in review, without permission
in writing from the author/publisher
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Borup's Famous Briar

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 2, December 1978
Written by: Jesper Boye
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

We have the good Danish beech tree to thank forgbahle to smoke one of the worlds best factory
pipes, - the Stanwell pipe.

In 1942 it was no longer possible to import English
briar pipes to Denmark. When the Danes who
always had been (and still are) the most pipe
smoking nation in the world could no longer get
foreign pipes to smoke the 1940's "seaweed"
tobacco, Poul Nielsen (along with five others)
decided they might as well manufacture the pipes
locally. Briar was impossible to get, but beech
wood, - which also makes excellent clogs, turned
out to be the best suited Danish alternative.

In the beginning, - unlike today, - there was no
large collection of models to choose from. In fact
there was only one model, - a Bulldog. On the
other hand the production was large, 2000
"Kyringe" beech wood pipes (as they were named
after the town the factory was in at that time) aver
produced daily, - rather impressive considering tha
the daily production today is around 1000 pipes.
After the war the pipe got a different "tune”. Thanish pipe smokers were agaln able to be picky",
and preferred the English briar pipes over the Brani 1

beech wood pipes (I wonder if there is still Kyrng
pipes out there somewhere?). Pretty soon there)mlys
one factory left. Stanwell was persistent, theytsth
producing briar pipes. The root was imported from
Spain, and later also from other countries expgttiis
wonderful root, - Italy, Corsica, Greece and Sdedin

What should we name the baby?
The pipes needed a name. Naturally it had to bdidbng =
since all good pipes came from England back then.
Stanwell ended up being the ingenious name. Shere t
Poul Nielsen was only known as Stanwell, - he bough
the name and is now named Poul Nielsen Stanwed.
guestion is whether the pipes would have farecbett
today by being named "Nielsen”, - considering the
Danish pipes world renowned recognition.



Danish design.

One of the reasons for Stanwell's success turnetb doe
the pipe design. Another reason was the well meess -
emphasizing the quality of the Danish pipes. Wkéeping
the classical shapes they also created more utidraeli
models which immediately became popular. One of the
highly skilled people behind the Stanwell models is
Denmark’'s maybe best known pipe artist, - Sixt@mdson,
who for more than 30 years cooperated with Stanwell
Today more than 300 models are in the StanweltBete
and they are exported to 50 countries.

Modern methods.
Approximately 10 years ago the factory moved from
Borup to the middle of Sealand, and production
facilities were expanded and modernized at the san
time. Plenty of room is required when each pipetbas
go through 60 - 70 processes before it is finished.

The production area is 2200 square meters in whic
approximately 100 people thrive in a large but cozy
factory which is probably one of the most modern i
its field. It is clean and bright everywhere. The
brightness is due to special work lights, and the
factory is kept clean with a large 90hp ventilation
system, ensuring fresh air and a comfortable
temperature.



From kr. 60 to kr. 5,000.
Stanwell has pipes meeting any budget. .
From kr. 100 to more than kr. 300 for the Silver S
model. Only half of the pipes produced receive the
well-known S embossed in the stem.

Bijou is the name of Stanwell's seconds and thdy or,
cost around kr. 60.
On average one Straight Grain pipe is made each
This is reflected in the price (from 2 - 5,000 kr.put
they still sell like hotcakes.

In addition to Stanwell's fine bamboo pipes, | have
special soft spot toward the Sterling models with a
silver ferrule fitted flush with the briar shankid a
wonderful line available in both the well known
sandblasted quality and the smooth model.

Stanwell abroad.

Germany, Sweden and USA have always been loyald8tanwell. Japan is a large customer, but also
the pipe nation England imports the pipes from Bofunhill began importing the pipes for sale in
England in 1977.

Stanwell is more than pipes.

At the factory in Borup they also produce pipe okra, and from the tobacco factory Petersen &
Petersen in Horsens (the ones responsible for taeCdllins' European Championship tobacco) three
tobaccos will be marketed under the Stanwell nalrhey all have the characteristics suitable for
German taste, and hence it is
mainly sold abroad. A pipe
tamper is also found. It is
presented in Stanwell's latest
colorful catalog amongst 50
or SO pipes, - one more
impressive than the other.
Silhouette is the name of one :
of them, - a copy of Dunhill's
little black pipe for people
dressed in tuxedos. Stanwell
ebony colored version is an
elegant smooth line fitted
with a small ivory band.
Among perfumes and chocolates the Stanwell's canuthased tax free on ships and in airports. A
well known pipe smoker, - the former Prime Minigdt&arold Wilson, once visited Denmark. In Kastrup
Airport he wanted to buy (as he put it) a good E&hgpipe, - "I think I'll take a Stanwell". That stube
considered a great compliment to Denmark's langestexporter, - Stanwell in Borup.



At the Briar Master's

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 3, March 1979
Written by: Jesper Boye

Photos: Anders Bentzon

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Sixten Ivarsson - World Renowned Danish Pipe Artist
Factory pipes can be excellent, - both tc
look at and to smoke, but at a point whe
a nice large collection has been
accumulated, one may have become sc'§
selective that it's time to look for the reaj
beauties, - the hand carved pipes.
Denmark is a spoiled pipe and tobacco
nation; - we have been gifted with no leJ
than a dozen of the world’s best pipe
carvers. Yes, - the grand old man, Sixte
lvarsson, is of Swedish descent, but afti .8
having spent 48 of his 68 well-preserves
years in Denmark, | allow myself to call
him a "Danish Pipe Artist". ,
How do you get the desire to become tf
worlds best pipe carver, - or one of the
as Sixten Ivarsson modestly prefers to
convey it? Well, - when you have been
bill collector for a few years and realize
that you can't pull the wool over peoples
eyes, you start looking for something
better.

At that moment, - shortly after the end @
the war, Sixten was "lucky" enough to §
break the stem on one of his pipes. He
went down to the repair shop at @sterb
in Copenhagen where he normally had
his pipes repaired. Unfortunately the
repairman was home sick, so Sixten ha
to perform the repair himself. He did thi¢ .
so well that he was offered a job as a Sixter_l working with the lathe, - Iik_e most of tbels it has
repairman, - so he began working as a been in use from the very beginning.

repairman at night and continued as a bill colledtoring the day. Later Sixten took the leap and
became a fulltime repairman. He also began campipgs himself, and the quality was quite good from
the beginning. They were mainly made for persosal ubut when friends and acquaintances began
"borrowing" the pipes it normally made him proud.




Sixten Ivarsson and Stanwell.

Stanwell and Sixten have cooperated from the vegyriming, and still do, even though Stanwell now
have their own skilled designers. After the wargwliStanwell had to come up with new and exciting
models, they were pretty much at their wits end,aba casual visit to the pipe shop where Sixten
performed his miracles they noticed his charadiensodels. Stanwell purchased some of the designs
immediately, - and over the years Sixten has designore than half of the Stanwell models.

Sixten does sketch pipe designs, - but when henbegaking a pipe it's the grain and not a sketch or
pencil marks deciding the final design. SeverahefSixten lvarsson's models have become very
famous. One of the older, and still very populadeis, is the slightly curved "peewit egg" with a
bamboo shank. Another model was created by coinc&leas is often the case with brilliance. Sixten
once had carved a perfect Straight Grain; Notlioperfect though, - it had an area on the bowlghe
the grain disrupted the overall impression. Sixt@s contemplating how to save this beauty without
causing damage. It took a stroll in Copenhagerigtoé it out. He bumped into Tutankhamen's mother
in law, - the early Egyptian queen Nefertiti (iraple of a bust), - her with the famous slanted h&aat
was the solution, - the pipe bowl was slanted sin@lar way, and the pipe turned out perfect. Thisy
the way, became a very popular model, and it caseba in the old Stanwell catalogs.

The pricing of Sixten pipes does not go unnotiagdiee The cheapest are sold on the Danish market,
and prices begin at around kr. 500.- and up.

The rest is sold worldwide, - earlier it was maittlg Americans buying, but now it is the Japanése p
enthusiasts who are ready "with the wallet". RdgemSixten Ivarsson was sold in Japan for the rabde
sum of kr. 15,000.-, - which is the present woddard. | wonder what will be smoked in that, - gslé

is doomed to lie wrapped in silk for the rest sfdays? But Sixten pipes are most definitely madeet
used. Hardly any pipes are better to smoke; adlidghave been thought through, no need for filkers
other patents.

Danish Pipe Carvers.

Why are there so many top pipe carvers in Denméhie?answer has to be that most have been
apprentices of Sixten Ivarsson in the small shofwaget in Copenhagen. Here they were taughtrthe a
from the very beginning. Sixten is self taughtdlés that he saw how not to make pipes duringbth&
years he worked as a pipe repairman. In additimteBihas always worked alone, so he could take the
time to concentrate on making the best of the l&asmplaints can not be afforded, - if a mistake is
made, the pipe is thoroughly inspected to enswartistake is never repeated again. Never feel bad
about reworking something, - it has to be perfBeie to this principle there is no mass production;
Sixten Ivarsson produces around 150 pipes a yeidin. $ikten's devotion to the pipes, one would think
he also enjoyed a good pipe of tobacco. Until rdgehis was the case, the pipe only left his moath
special occasions, - namely eating and sleepinigvior of health he gave up the tobacco, - nongati
and sleeping.

It is not without danger to be a pipe artist. Sixpeoudly shows his scarred arm, - it's been artipthe
lathe, but in spite of blood, sweat and dust Sixtemt complaining. Every morning he takes thetous
Vimmelskaftet, and often he works very late to keppwith the demand for the worlds most expensive

pipes.



The Wizard Tom.

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 4, May 1979
Written by: Jesper Boye

Photos: Anders Bentzon

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

A visit to Pipe-Dan's new discovery - the pipe makem Eltang.

Twenty-one years of age and already a recognizexgk nethin pipe making, - that is Tom Eltang. The
Japanese are delighted, - not only because itisd'made in Denmark”, but also because of the
wonderful bent models with the very special finish.

Hobby becomes a job.
Tom began his career at home in the backyard wiisr@ad smoked his pipe, it produced the spark to
get things moving. Tom got a hold of a wood blonk &vent to town" using a pocket knife and
sandpaper, - with no idea of the final outcome hidé no knowledge about pipe carving technlques but
since the first attempt turned out quite descent hi 8 - A

interest grew stronger. At the same time Tom Elta
was finished with school (literally). He wanted to
work with his hands in beautiful union with his
fantasy, - and not slave over the books. Tom Elta
travelled to the capitol where the pipe-queen Ann
Julie rules. Here he was employed as a pipe :
repairman; - the best possible beginning if onetw/aj
to learn the art of making good pipes from the
ground up. For three years he worked hard repairi
used pipes, but he also learned how to make a firg
class pipe.

Dan/Eltang.
Then he took the leap to an old hairdressing salog
This was where Pipe-Dan had opened their new
repair shop in Kattesundet, - next to the store Th
repair shop had been moved from the basement,
which now functioned as a alchemist laboratory.
Pipe-Dan had taken over manufacturing of the w:
known pipe perfume 2211, the efficient pipe = ; el e
Cleamng SOIqt'On r_nade by G_ert HOlbe_k' The former hairdressing saloon where Tom Eltang is

50 pipe repairs daily, - of which 90% is broken performing his magic.

stems, is not very rewarding in the long run, so he

negotiated with Mrs. Dan Christensen about prodypipes under a joint name. Since Pipe-Dan always
had a tradition for having some of the worlds lpgges, - Sixten Ivarsson, Bo Nordh and Gert Holbek,
just to name a few, it wasn't hard to convince Nixan.

One problem was the lack of a quality lathe. Tomwesbthis issue by purchasing a lathe the size of a
Sherman tank. The truck driver transporting thkdab the shop blocked traffic for quite some tilmat,

he managed to make it through the narrow stredtsetold hairdressing saloon, and they eventually
succeeded in getting the half ton of old iron ilisthin the shop.



The details.

The show could begin, - and the first models samlitiht of day.

The pipes have to go through quite a few steps piceceiving the final stamping. It begins with a
block of briar root, - most often from Sicily.

The first step is "bimsning”, - meaning deciding th
pipes shape based on grain, quality etc. usingaiap
sanding wheel "bims".

The model is shaped on the sanding wheel "bims".

Following the "bimsning" the chamber and
draught hole are drilled using a lathe. Then the
stem is fitted before the black stain is applied.

Tobacccchamber is made using the la

Deep concentration while the stem is turned to mtte bowl

One of Tom Eltang's specialties is the stain, -mrea
the coloring applied to the pipe to highlight thaig. It
is a so called 2-component laboratory stain being
applied to the pipe using a pipe cleaner.

Stain is applied to the bowl using a pipe cle:

When the pipe is dry it's time for the time
consuming sanding. The pipe is sanded with
fine sandpaper, - a big job, which Tom explains
can take most of a day!

The last step is the waxing. Using a polisher the
L pipe is getting it's final shine by applying

The sanding process with fine sandpaper can | carnauba wax.
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A rare commodity.

The original Tom Eltang pipes are not individudiptized; - they have to make do with a number. In
reality an Eltang pipe is an exclusive commodityplesent only about seventy pipes have received a
number (ascending). This means that Tom makes ipeespch week on average, since he has been with
Pipe-Dan for 1 1/2 years. So how much does a pp&dpproximately kr. 400 - 500, - and for the
very best kr. 1200 - 2000. Quite a bit of money, iill within reach considering the prices on maniy
the other great Danish pipe carvers pipes.

"Pipe Man of the Year" Mogens Frohn, - the stodtdfuskipper, was honored with a Tom Eltang pipe.
It is the only pipe made in two examples, and # baen named too. Obviously the name is "Skipper",
and it can be viewed in the Pipe-Dan window displayere it is laying looking pretty with it's bedut
finish.

One can hardly mistake the style, - even thougtwaopipes are alike. They are all more or less
traditional with a slight curve and a little finesadded; this makes each pipe a work of art. Mdybe
stem has a special saddle, - something that takes ko make by hand, or maybe a little detaillen t
bottom. On one of the models a so-called "bomlectaypically found at the top of the mysterious
fancy-pipes has been elegantly incorporated abdt®m so it matches the pipes Birds Eye Grain.

10% of the production turns out to be high gra

Tom Eltang is a pipe smoker, but even though heasakme of the world’s best pipes, he only smokes
his Andreas Bauer meerschaum pipe. This may solitittatrange, but Tom explains that he's a
perfectionist, so if he smoked one of his own pipesvould keep on thinking of ways to improve rida
that would be a shame. " But one day when | mag&e#rfect pipe | can smoke for 10 years and sill b
completely satisfied with, - | may consider".

Tom is the lucky owner of a perfect smile, whichhasexplains it is "most suited for a light pipewa

bite friendly stem", - so it is not false modestlyem he does not smoke his own pipes.
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As a Young Boy He Carved Pipes

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 4, May 1979
Written by: Harald Grut
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

It started as a hobby. The first Preben Holm pipere created in an attempt to break with the
traditional opinion on how a pipe should look. Thwesredifferent They were displayed in his father’s
tobacco store mainly as a prank. Nobody wantediyatiem, - they were too unconventional.

Then one day, - it must have been in 1966, an Araeriourist came into the shop. He saw the unusual
pipes, and something caught his attention. It wasty something along those lines he needed ®r hi
store, - selling pipes and tobacco. He bought takkeind wanted plenty more, - more than the young
pipe carver could supply. Lon Schwartz from St. flag became Preben Holm's first export customer,
or more precisely the very first customer at all.

This is how it started. Now it has turned into atpyr nice, - but modest, pipe factory located in
Torkildstrup in mid-west Sealand.

o

e

i

The factory in Torkildstrup

Modest? Oh well! Today Preben Holm has a marketesinathe neighborhood of 25% of the Danish
pipe export.

From the very beginning Preben Holm has focuseexort, so his models are just as known abroad as
in Denmark. The designs are created by him, angdhbee a certain moderation as long as he follows
his own heart. But if a foreign client has any salear "wild" ideas he can meet those expectatems

well. This is why his production line is dividedantwo groups: "Traditional” and "Fancy". Whethlee t
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pipes look like pipes or decorative sculptures thee pipes smokers in the USA desire, they alecgal
Preben Holm's firm requirements concerning highityua every step, - from selection of the rawebri
block to the final products superior finish, whichthe most beautiful way displays the briars grain

That the USA is the most important
customer is almost needless to

mention, - but Japan is catching up,
and pipes are also exported to

Germany, England, Switzerland Ital
and Hong Kong. In total there are 18
20 different export markets.

One of the "big ticket items" only
possible to complete at certain
intervals is the "7-day set's"
comprising of 7 matched pipes made
out of the very best briar and
undergoing the most delicate
workmanship. Naturally they are
protected in a custom made case as
they were pearls and diamonds. Jus
as naturally it is Americans who buy
these "jewels”, and they pay the
modest sum of kr. 75,000. Oh yes, -
when it comes to sales gimmicks
Denmark can also participate.

Thanks to the recognition Preben
Holm's models have gained abroad;
an English firm approached him a
couple of years ago. The company
wanted a series of "modern" pipes tc
market alongside their large
traditional program. Preben Holm _ E .
was encouraged to send suggestion: : »

He was given carte blanche and created 7 modetshwigre all accepted. They are now in production
in mid-west Sealand, and are sent to London tarighed. Even though they have lost their iderdgy
Preben Holm pipes, - they can now take pride indpsbld under the English company's well-known
brand. As a curiosum it can be mentioned that timepany in Torkildstrup is the only one of the many
pipe companies the English company cooperatesw¥itbh has maintained its independence.

One should not rest on one's laurels, - so witenlast 3 - 4 months they have been working orea i

in Torkildstrup. In all its simplicity it involvelhand carved pipes to be sold at reasonable prices.
Impossible? Preben Holm believes in the idea.

13



Let us first try to agree on the definition of ahd carved” pipe. If you think that it is a pipeuyo
patiently sit and carve using a knife you are anwinong track. Of course machines are used. A pipe
maker selects a briar block of extra fine quabtiyd after determining how the bowl can be bestgulac
in the block he outlines the placement of the bamd uses a saw to make the first raw bowl appear.
Then several manual sanding processes follow {&fi® can be performed by the push of a button
using programmable machines at a modern pipe fgctdthat happens next is more or less determined
manually. Stem work, - no, hand made stems arg&vitlin the budget, but a beautifully made factory
stem with a comfortable lip, coloring and polishdastill carefully inspected following each step. |
flaws appear in the briar during manufacture ttseiltewill be a sandblasted pipe instead of a smooth
finish. If the flaws are minor "sand pit's"
they can be removed by sanding the arei e A
but then the pipe will get a slightly PREBEN HALM
different shape. B ﬁ/}'m
In this fashion you get a hand carved
Preben Holm pipe selling at kr. 128 in the
finish called "Walnut", and kr. 188 for a
finish called "Light". They are both very
beautiful. In general there is no differenct
to the finish of the "cheap" hand carved
pipes and the several hundred kroner mc
expensive models. You should not expec
to find pipes with superb grain in the by

. personlige pibe
cheaper models; - neither should you Der er o egen chanme ved at

eje en pibe, som ingen andre

expect to find them in too many shops. S|t magen ti. sadan en pibe

kan De fa, hvis De valger en

far they have only been presented in 4 - ! Frebentiolmpive. like o piber

er ens, fordi de er skaret i han-

shops in Copenhagen, and they buy raktar. Se.en Preban Holm
everything produced. However the - i e
production is increasing, - which should O At DA o Silunsats
benefit pipe smokers nationwide. 3. Pt o 362150 DB LUXB LIGHT ki Vel Sdeale k. 188,00

Advertisement for the less expensive

That the pipes are without flaws goes without sgyand there is a logical explanation as to why the
are not grouped in various series and stampedmattiel numbers. Due to the manufacturing process
no two pipes are exactly alike, but in generad maturally the same model produced.

It seems to me that there is common sense behinchgaper hand carved pipes. They will improve the
pipe smokers awareness of how satisfying it is#a a quality pipe. And who knows, - it may be ofie o
the more expensive pipes you purchase next time.

The smoking characteristics? | haven't even censdithose. You would have to be a fool to make
unsmokeable beautiful pipes, and foolish they atamTorkildstrup. No pipe leaves Preben Holm's
factory without him inspecting and approving isfirThe quality level has to be maintained.

It started as a hobby, - and it still is...........
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The Jensen Family

Piber & Tobak, Issue #6, December 1979
Written by: Jesper Boye
Translated by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

If you take the train south towards Roskilde antdagiein Lille Skensved you can visit the Georg Sem
pipe factory.

You may doubt that it's a factory when you lookhet large 3 story yellow brick building; - it doésn
exactly look like a factory. When you reach the memtrance and find the discretely placed signngtat
"Georg Jensen Pipe Factory" you know for sure yewathe right place.

| decided to take a walk around the 1500 squarembetilding to the rear entrance. Here | bumped int
a friendly man who took me to the owner.

i

The GJ factory- it is so beautiful that the locals have named é thursing home

You may have pictured Georg Jensen, - who is nast &
years old, sitting behind a large mahogany desksmga
Havana cigar, - but that was not the case. He wiasldy
sitting behind a drill press in the production agegying life
(and his Yellow Capstan tobacco) while drilling ftifeoles in
pipes destined to be stamped with the well-knowho@d.

Let’s start at the beginning..............

Around 25 year ago Georg Jensen worked for the port
authorities, - and at the same time he was buylirgrals of
old machines to refurbish, modify and resell. H& sbhme
repairs for a couple of shop managers involved in
manufacturing buttons out of bone and stems foegipnd
they suggested that Georg Jensen should make some Georg Jensen 70 years old
machines for pipe making.
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After quite some time the two shop managers suezkedconvincing a hesitant Georg Jensen (and
wife) to not only build the machines, - but alsed®e a partner and part owner in the new adventure.
Pretty soon Georg Jensen and his loyal wife redlizat they had to do it all.

Times were hard. In a dark and very cold basentest\ife had to sit up against a gas heater to g@ana
the cold) they had to work around the clock beedhe two partners had abandoned the adventure.

] o . As it turned out people liked the pipes, and atearhile
they could afford to move the production to a lrette
shop in Copenhagen. As demand continued to increase
this shop also became too small, and Georg Jensen
started making plans for a new large factory. The
factory was built in Lille Skensved, and it is Istiile
headquarters for the Jensen family's operation.

Georg Jensen's charming daughter is a non-smoket,she is just as dedicated towards the operation
as her brother Per Georg Jensen who is the ex@orager. Per is a busy man, - in spite of his young
age (21 years old) he is very experienced in the pusiness. He spent several years in Germany
working with Gebrider Heineman, a large German pgorapany and GJ's largest customer. Just like
the "Old Man", Per has been involved in the apriducing the quality pipes. If an employee calls i
sick both father and son are able to step in akelttee employees place at the lathe or polisher.

With a production in excess of 100,000 pipes a,ygar have to maintain a suitable inventory of bria
blocks. There are plenty of blocks even thoughMiediterranean suppliers claim the opposite. They ar
kept in sacks at the back of the factory for a Githalrying period before they are used in produnctio
Next to the storage area the company pride rdaisalmassive ventilation system making sure tteat
briar dust is removed from the production areand the temperature is comfortable.

The most exciting part is probably the machineslusehe production. There is plenty of them, and
some date back 25 years when Georg Jensen wasakihg on his own, and some are his own
masterpieces. The same goes for the modified (byii@self) machines from the now closed
Lilehammer pipe factory in Norway.

Upstairs you find the "make-up” department. Thiglgere the almost finished pipes arrive at Mrs.
Jensen's laboratory to receive fillings and cabtibfving the quality inspection. The stain used is
factory secret, it consists of two to 10 componeleigending on the final finish.

Following a last inspection the pipes are readytlerfinal step, - the stamping. At this time thggs

have been passed through hundreds of hands and@@wogerations.

So who gets pleasure out of Georg Jensen's hatd?wq A
- the whole world actually......

From Japan to Argentina, - roughnecks in the
Caribbean, Australia, all of Europe with Germanyhe
lead and off course Denmark. The most northern |
customer is the Sirius dogsled patrol in Greenlaadh |
year they receive a collection parachuted, - by ,
parachute! They would probably enjoy the latest@®dlel, - a nose-warmer named "junior”.

You have to pay DM 1,200 if you want the very basts is the price for a perfect Birds Eye recently
sold at the Frankturter-messe in Germany. The ataniodels sell for between kr. 100 and kr. 500.
Even the cheapest GJ's are quality pipes, and Geogen is the best proof of that. He never smakes
pipe from another maker, he enjoys smoking all 4Z2v@dels, - 24-7.

Yes, - the Georg Jensen name is well-known in ihe gmoker circles..........
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Two times Chonowitsch, - Jess & Emil

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 7, March 1980
Written by: Jesper Boye

Photos: Jesper Boye

Translated by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Emil is known by most pipe fanatics; - he entetesl4cene after
the war by taking over the Joh's Osborne storereddade,
Copenhagen. He operated the store together withifedor 25
years, - when he finally decided it was time todree a pipe
maker. ]
It was a visit to some ceramic-making friends (Wiaol moved to J§
Jutland to avoid the Big City's temptations!) thneipired him. W
Anne Julie's husband, - Poul Rasmussen, becanuhdsen one ~ 4
to teach Emil the art of pipe making. For two yeansil was
taught how to repair pipes, - the best way to I¢henart of pipe
making, at Poul Rasmussen's shop at dsterbro ier@agen. s
After a couple of years as an apprentice it wasiptesfor Emil to start on his own at the Atterup
School by Faxe. The school was for sale (studesttgnluded), and it was big enough to hold both th
shop and residence. Emil is still there, - workimgand developing his well-known traditional models
after 15 successful years.

Emil's son wanted to become a vet. His name is desishe began pipe
making at almost the same time as his father. Wieedid not pass the
entrance exam for the vet studies the first tinoeiad, he applied for a
job as a worker at Poul Rasmussen where his fatbded as an
apprentice. Here he settled in for a couple of yeatil he was drafted
| into the military. Following his service he becaareapprentice at the
Nestor of pipe making, - Sixten Ivarsson, whoselsans also had
become infatuated by the art of pipe making, sdwtefamous sons both
were apprentices at the same time.
Jess' career seems similar
most of the other famous
names in the business. Just
like e.g. Jarn Micke who
o studied medicine for years,
The younger Chonowitsch but instead ended up as a
concentrating world famous pipe carver.
Naturally Jess is also living
like most other pipe makers; - in an old farm hoaisthe
southern part of Sealand with the village schoal an
retirement home just around the corner, and pigstgrg
and chickens clucking just to make the sceneryveaort
climate perfect.
Jess' workshop is not as glamorous as the father’s
woodworking classroom. Most would think that the S
homemade "shed" is the local snow cone booth, kIt  The artist in his workshe
in fact the younger Chonowitsch's small but cozy
workshop.
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Even though the pipes are hand carved, there evae of
invaluable machines in there. A band saw is thestacquisition
so he no longer has to cut the briar blocks inttable sizes by
hand. A couple of lathe's and a so-called "bimsl1$® present.
The "bims" is probably the most useful of all theahanical
contraptions, - on this the bowl is shaped by atimo sanding
disc. A polisher for the final "make-up" is alse@pent.

If you compare father and son it is hard to spetrtfationship, - at}
least when it comes to pipes. Jess is more protietabstract
shapes, - but without loosing the shape. Meaniagkape will not
be altered if the grain does not flow as expedtdd.only for so-
called Cross Grain pipes this is an option. Crossripes are
unique. Only very few pipe makers make them, - igdiecause
they are rather complicated to make, and the bridrshape has to
form a perfect balance. In the last order of tlexe@mples, more
than ten semi-finished pipes had to be scrappentdéie
succeeded. Considering that a raw briar block enbdst quality
(extra-extra) cost around kr. 75, - it's no mystégt such a
masterpiece will end up with a price tag of a feausand kr. The
name Cross Grain is a result of the Straight Goaing placed
horizontally in a belt around the chubby shapedIb®his allows
for the Birds Eye to present ~ —
itself in the best possible
manner on both sides of the
bowl.

"Bimsning" of a lowl

Silversmith work, - the band for the
shank is shaped

The price for Chonowitsch pipes run between kr. &00 kr.
3,500. A single pipe has made it to kr. 4,000. T@ve high grade
pipes are stamped with a dove; - this stamp hash®¥n in use
10 times so far. The Japanese have been the lsstrmrs.
According to Jess this is because they are natlafvgpay a
decent price for art, - or a work of art. "I coreiagnyself more of a
worker than an artist”". This amount to quite agbitnoney since

‘ , the price has to be multiplied A Cross Grain is pre- mspected by

with 3 or 4 before it ends up applying a light stain

in the mouth of a Japanese

smoker. Just like the American market is beingrsédd by "Made
in Denmark", - there are indications that the Japarcollectors
are getting closer to completing their collectitos, so Jess is
looking for new markets. So far Germany and Swiéret look

. promising; - they happily pay DM 1,000 to get thieieth in a
Chonowitsch pipe. In Denmark it is only Remo Sgeansn
Strgget who gets the pleasure of having a pip@etin stock, -
and they end up in Japan anyway.

Overall there is no problem selling the pipes. Ndays Jess is
constantly receiving calls from German distributeenting to
purchase everything that is being produced fougimming fairs
in Germany.

Final polish
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Since we are talking about exclusive works of &atidkes at least a full day to complete a pipehso
annual production is limited to approximately 150gs. Half of the production is traditional Billghr
shapes in large sizes for the German market, noftth a silver band. The rest are Bulldog and Dubl
shapes, - and then off course the more advancedirega bit of creativity.

Jess smokes a tongue friendly tobacco, - most aftarmeerschaum pipe of his own creation. It és th
most beautiful | have seen for quite some time poabably also the only one. First of all you are
guaranteed to end up with "black lung" due to thstdsecondly the Turkish are not willing to letafo

the white mineral. But Jess is not running low oroking paraphernalia, - he has around 60 good briar
pipes, - most by his own hand, you have to sangstea few before shipping to the other side of the
world.
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The Pipe Artist Nielsen

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 9, September 1980
Written by: Jesper Boye
Photos: Anders Bentzon
Translated by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

We visited Tonni Nielsen, - another young Danislppimaker fetching worldwide recognition

In reality he should not have been a pipe makdiowimng school he was supposed to become an
apprentice as a machinist, - but as with many difgenames within the pipe making trade he stumbled
on the craft by coincidence. A friend lost a fingesome machinery just as Tonni was supposed to
begin his apprenticeship, so he changed his middaok a job as a worker at W @ Larsen's pipe shop
on Gartnerivej in Copenhagen. He had the "pleasafrpblishing pipe stems for a couple of years. It
was quite a while before he was permitted to takefitst steps towards becoming a pipe maker.

The first pipe was made  _ :
under expert supervision by "
another well-known name in;
the business, - Former, who?
at the time held the position y.,
as manager at the W @ !
Larsen pipe shop. The first §
attempt turned out quite :
well, - so well that the next :
steps towards becoming a
pipe maker could be taken.
The apprenticeship turned
out to last almost 10 years
before the dream was withing
reach: - To become an
independent pipe maker wi
his own shop. Once again i
was Former (who at the time -
was trying to create a name
for himself) who made it — i
possible. The Celius-pipes The Wizard, - here smlng on the ground, and hlerited apprentlce workmg on the
final sanding.
creator, - a gentleman
named Rantzborg, passed
away. Rantzborg's widow contacted Former and aBkedo sell the shop, - including a lathe, briar
blocks and pretty much all other equipment needdzegin making pipes. Former asked Tonni if he
would be interested, and since the price was kQQIb(a very reasonable price for a fully operatlon
pipe shop) Tonni decided to take the chance.
The new shop was located on Finsensvej in very stddeilities, - barely allowing you to breathe.
Tonni had to find a more suitable space. Abouta ggo he and his American wife Barbara found a
cozy little 2 story house in Hellerup, well hiddeehind tall buildings on Strandvej. The downstagas
been adapted to accommodate his wife. She's getextist working with fabrics, designing colorful
kids clothing and many other things. Upstairs Tdmas his workshop, - fully equipped with all kinafs
machines: lathe, bims, band saw, ventilation, pelietc.
The cozy little house works as a magnet to youlemnted pipe makers; this is where they can design
their own pipes. When | visited, there were no tbss 3 at it, - besides the ones dropping bylko ta
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But things are being accomplished anyway. It dersand
patience to create a first-class pipe for exporpnni is
selling to Germany, Switzerland and Japan. You have
to concentrate if you want to make a pipe or tvaap

At present the activity level is hectic in ordeffitmsh

the last masterpieces for the Frankfurt-messe in
Germany; - this is where pipe makers from all aher
world meet the wholesalers.

It isn't cheap to settle down as a pipe maker. oirree
1 4§ Dblocks coming from Sicily and Greece cost kr. 4D -a
The chamber is drilled on the lathe "by hand". piece, - up to kr. 75 for an extra fine quality €Tilocks
Notice the drill, - it is homemade from an oldefii  are imported in sacks, and it is up to the indigichipe
maker to dry and prepare the blocks. The dryinggak
around 6 months, so you have to keep a 6-mc = ; & G0 ] [ e ‘“§
inventory on hand to keep production going (k- x JEE
50,000 worth). i
With this in mind, it is understandable that a
hand carved pipe reaches a certain price rang
In addition not all blocks are usable, - in fact u
towards 35% are scrapped due to flaws in the
wood, which is very frustrating if a flaw decide
to appear when the pipe is almost finished afte
a full days work. L
Almost all pipes are exported, mainly to
Germany. They are sold via one of Germanys =
largest wholesalers at kr. 200 to 800 a piece. g
This may not sound like much for a hand carv
pipe, but when the pipe finally reaches the
display case in the store, the price has multipl:* 5 ;
by 3. During the summer the shop move outside
How can you recognize a pipe carved by Tonr
Nielsen? The first you notice is the terrific starork, and there are details and carvings givingpipe
a very unique character. The models are not asdvas one might think, even though no two pipes are
alike. This is due to the German demand for giant
models. They are made in traditional shapes asasell
the more fancy hand carved shapes (often bent
versions).
Most people think it is more difficult to make anty
shape, - but Tonni explains that it is harder t&ena
beautiful traditional shape. On the fancy model gan
carve your way out of flaws in the grain, - thusating
a more perfect pipe. Making traditional shapes
increases the scrapping rate, so in reality trbtiomal
i shapes should be more expensive than the sought aft
, fancy's.
In Denmark only one store carries the Tonni Nielsen
4 L . pipes, - that is Wilh. Jgrgensen on Strgget, witidhsis
Three raIbIJy large masterpieces, - ’exceptional a couple of ,the Sq'ca"ed freehands avgilapleeaﬁw
handy work a freehand is a pipe created by the artist without
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direction from a customer. Very beautiful !
and distinct examples are available at b
Wilh. Jgrgensen at a price between kr. 8l g
and kr. 1,500. :
Everybody has an idol, - and so does =
Tonni. In fact he has been modest enouc :
to pick the best of them all, - the e
perfectionists perfectionist, the Swedish

Bo Nordh. Not only does he make most¢ 77 |
the special tooling himself (just like Bo L
Nordh), he is also working with the
difficult shapes created by the master,
while adding his personal touch in the
details of the finished pipe. I'm thinking 0
the famous Calabash. For the novice |
should mention that this is an incredible i}
work, - impossible to create in theory, at
least that perfect. The calabash has beet
replaced with briar, and Bo Nordh made
the cup from buxbom. Tonni's Japanese
agent came by with a luxury example of
the model; - it was simply made from
ivory and fitted with a buxbom cup. This j
got the creativity going inside the young ﬁ, I

§ Sy

n i
&8 P
L ¥

=

Nielsen, but he_ did nOt_ make _an exact The man behind the pipes, - Tonni Nielsen, showridg the
copy. As seen in the picture, it is made  "calabash"

from one piece of briar were the bottom

has been treated to enhance the grain while therygapt i left untreated resembling buxbom. Theepip
is polished by hand, and belongs in the upper étldecprice range. Depending on the grain etost ¢
around kr. 2,500.

There's a reason the colleagues call him "Littleddd ...........
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A Pipe Maker in Haderslev

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 12, May 1981
Written by: Jesper Boye

Photo: Jesper Boye

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

| you find the time to be a tourist in Denmark ayudto
Haderslev, there are at least 3 attractions wasthr while. At the
town square you can visit the Cathedral, and atkéasks. After
Mass there is plenty of opportunity to quench yihinst,- the
square is packed with small pubs selling a vanéty
refreshments. At the bar you will more than likebme across a
glass jar filled with what looks like plums in watd is Danish
pickled eggs, - a good way to develop a healthgthand a good
"pick me up" the following morning. You eat the sgaith
Tabasco, vinegar, mustard and other strong condesneand
they are accompanied by a bitter and a bottleefdbal brew.
The third attraction is pipes. You find them in ade, this is
where the pipe maker BMH is located. The initiaéns for
Barge Mortensen Haderslev.

BMH

PIBEVERKBTED

(18

Bgrge Mortensen

He is a modest man living for, - and
with, his pipes.

He was trained well. First he worked for
Kriswill where he became a foreman,
and later he joined Bari. but as many
others he got the urge to open his own
workshop.

Contrary to most other pipe makers he
has managed to get by without
exporting pipes, and over the past 4 -5
years the business has become well

The pipes are inspected outside in the sunshme

established with Denmark as the main market. §'
Store and workshop are combined, and you hav'
be prepared for a little dust, - pipes are made.het
At the back of the room you find a small
showroom where you can get tempted if the
window display didn't do the trick.

The stile is personal and very Danish, - often wi
beautiful grain. The process and the finish has
been perfected over the past years, and the qua|
is very good, it's hard to point any flaws. The mo
surprising is the price. When you sell your pipes

over the counter without any middlemen, you ca
sell at a discount, but in Haderslev you can buy «

A selection from the showro
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good "pipe maker pipe" at the same price yo
pay for a factory made pipe, and for obvious

reason those did not get the same level of
attention when they were made.

During the summer months sales are boomi
The German tourists keep on returning to
Barge Mortensen to buy more pipes.

Bgrge working at the "bims"

A couple of nice Straight Grains

Several of the repeat customers are bringing skt
an old long gone favorite pipe, - or a new ideg the
would like to order.

The locals are also very loyal customers. During my
short stay | watched the local newspaper edittistar
and several other pipe smokers buy good Danishtgual
workmanship at a price that will suit any wallet.
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Nihil sine labore

Piber & Tobak, Issue 13, September 1981
Written by: Jakob Groth
Photo: Anders Bentzon
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Piber & Tobak visits Erik Ngrding. The little
red-bearded tornado, who gladly works 60 hr
per. week, - weekends too, - and who by
mistake became successful with the fancy-
pipes in America and later cooperated with
pipe makers worldwide.

The adventure began in 1964. After working i
a blacksmith, - and later machinist, Erik
Ngrding was completing his bachelors degret
in Copenhagen. He was a pipe smoker and
frequented the W @ Larsen temple on
Amagertorv when the tobacco pouch needed
filling, or a pipe needed repair. He met Skovk
in the workshop. Skovbo was a pipe maker a
repaired pipes as well, and he was the
predecessor of another well-known pipe mak
Former.
Skovbo asked the "blacksmith" if he would be
willing to make some machines for him.
Ngrding agreed and over the next few month
he located a few old worn down machines
suitable for the task, and turned them into the
machines Skovbo had requested. Skovbo, -
however, had forgotten to mention that his
financial situation was at a low point, and he
requested a payment plan over the next few
years. Ngrding was not too keen on that ide: It's Ngrding smoking the. pipe ! The Elk is onghefWorIds

but he offered Skovbo a fair deal. Ngrding largest, brought down with one shot by Ngrding

was to become a partner in the new business

adventure. Skovbo would make the pipes, Ngrdingldveell them, and when time permitted Skovbo
was to teach Ngrding to make pipes.

This is how it all started...........

Sales did no go well, apparently the pipes, - nat&€N", were too expensive. After 3 months of
operation Skovbo approached Ngrding and told hiau“go not have the necessary skill set, | can't
teach you how to make pipes". Following this epéestitey went their separate ways, and Ngrding
decided to take the leap on his own!

He first made classical shapes without any greatess, - they are hard to make by hand, but ag/alwa
he got a great idea. Ngrding thought he could ntifag&eipes from a drawing (the engineering
approach), so he contacted several stores anedffermake exclusive pipes based on the customers
wishes (and drawing). This turned out to be a bédea. The first customer was a Pot-smoker, and he
ordered six large Pot's he was very pleased witiht®efore Christmas a Lady came into the tiny (6
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6 meters) workshop on Knudslundvej, and she spottedof Erik's "firstborns” she just had to have fo
a Christmas present. 60 kr. was a lot of money @&k, but it turned out that she was employed at a
chocolate factory and was able to pay with mercls&nd so it became a Merry Christmas for every
one.
In 1967 Ngrding could afford to hire a helper. Bsna shop assistant from Wilh. Jgrgensen on Strgget
Tao, who is now successful with the "Svendborgepip
The workshop moved to Fortvej, and an additionad Bmployees were hired. The mysterious fancy
pipes, - with bark on the top, were invented, dreytbecame a megahit with the Americans who wanted
(and could afford) something that the astounded pgmmunity had never seen before. Sales boomed, -
4,000 pipes were delivered to the US and the tosinisps on Straget each month. The success was
immense, - the American importer posted a full-pagde in the bunny magazine Playboy (a $ 38,000
price tag) and all heck broke loose.
: e Ngrding had several other
things going at the same time,
- he is also an inventor. The
many machines every pipe
maker needs, - have been
modified and improved by
Ngrding himself. As an
example he uses pneumatics
alot, - even in a so-called
turret lathe. Due to this he is
able to supply hand carved
Ngrding pipes cheaper than
the other pipe maker’'s
pampered handiwork. Only
an expert will notice the little
tell-tell signs, and Ngrding
never wanted to be called an
artist. Another invention he
has been working on for
almost 5 years is a "marbleized" acrylic stem. Hioridea as far as Danish pipe smokers are comckrn
- but the Americans like them and that is Ngrdimggsn market.
The acrylic stem is not a new invention, - but they all hand made in Italy. After about a yearsiha
work, - in close cooperation with Technologicaltinge, the die cast stem is getting closer to beng
a reality. It is cheap, and several pipe maker® laneady put in requests. Besides always beirgy nic
and shiny, the black version will never become graad tarnished, and the strength is good. The
smartest about the system is probably a bushibg toserted in the shank. The result is a stem avith
perfect fit under any weather conditions, and af#me pipe has been on display in the shop winémw
years. The hand-cut version will cost kr. 150 -2&0 which is not bad.
After 10 years, Ngrding received an offer from piyge factory Albing & Martsen's who had been
making pipes since the war. They were interesteximinuing, but were out of funds, so Ngrding
bought all their machines and equipment and mowvee again. This time to Marielundsvej, - only a
stone throw from the present location of the factor
When the pipe factory Kriswill closed Ngrding waere again, - he bought the complete factory but no
the name. He made a deal with the English pip@fad&arling to supply not less than 100,000 pipes
per year, - and at the same time he was produésngwn series pipes in Kolding, and the hand carved
pipes in Herlev. Expenses kept increasing, Badisgles dropped, -and with a drop in sales of %096,
increase in payroll of 100% and a declining dolthe factory closed after about one year of opemati
The buildings were sold, - but Ngrding kept the hiaes.
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For years Peterson had a pipe factory on Isle arfi,Ndut
when it was moved to Dublin, the locals decidedtsot
their own factory. So far they had only made mdsasm
pipes, but now they also wanted to make briar pipes
Ngrding was contacted via Barling, and he suphedn
the machines from "Kriswill" and know-how. In retuine
received a 50% share of the business. At the bagjnn
semi-finished pipes were shipped to the factory laiv
cost of kr. 10 per pipe, but the quality was nogasd as
the pipes produced in Denmark. The issue was regoly S i
by exchanging workers to perfect the workmanship, a Raw briar and the first outline of the bowl
today 20 people are employed at the factory between
Dublin and Liverpool. Besides the continued protucof the Manx meerschaum pipes, the briar
blocks for the Ngrding pipes are also dried onistend. This normally takes 6-months, but in one of
Ngrding's efficient machines, this can be accorhplisin a couple of weeks. In spite of the manystrip
back and forth before endlng up as a Nfardlngsulltpays off.

e The Manx meerschaum pipes, - now bearing the Ngrdin

name, is a must for people who prefer meerschaum, b
still likes to empty the pipe by tapping it agaittsir
wooden clogs. It tastes perfect from the very frsbke,
and the meerschaum has been through a calcination
process where it is heat treated and boiled inThié
result is a meerschaum pipe able to withstand being
dropped on the floor, - unlike the Turkish meerscha.

It is a bit heavier due to the absorbed oil. Thedafrom
Ngrding/Manx is a line of hand carved pipes. Thgt fi
pipes just arrived for testing when Piper & Tobaksw
visiting.

Many Danes know the Ngrding pipes, but they hawdacome real popular even though Denmark is a
pipe smoker nation. Ngrding believes this is madug to the many changing wholesalers who never
really managed to promote the name. First it wasdHsprung, - sold to Nordisk Tobakskompani. Then
it was Wulff suffering the same fate. Then Wilhrglensen. Sales declined, - and since 1980 Mischou
has the honor. They have big plans for Ngrding,taey just released pipe cleaners under the Ngrding
name.

As mentioned Ngrding has worked with, and suppiechost pipe factories in the world. He can meet
any quality requirement. As a curiosum, it can be
mentioned that Ngrding has supplied a number oé¥ar
pipes to USA. He also makes high end pipes. The
specialty is a 7-day set; - it is sold in Amerioa &round
kr. 25,000. The most expensive set sold for kr.,Q30, -
cash money. It was (off course) a Beverly Hillstouser
showing up with police escort and the whole shebang
who became the proud owner.

It's not only the pipes that are unique. The médnirakthe
name is rather unique too. Some collect stampsooksv
by Wagner, - Ngrding goes tiger shark hunting & th Stem is fitted
pacific (it's hanging at home above the swimminglpo

The first trimming of the shape
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In addition he is considering being represente@umness Book of Records. One of the worlds biggest
Elks is hanging by the stairs leading up to higceff- brought down in Alaska with one shot, - by
Ngrding off course. We wait in anticipation for thext creations by Ngrding.

How much for a Ngrding?
Ngrding pipes are special since all are hagg
carved, - more or less. About half are macy
with machines, but without a model, -
meamng every pipe is unique. The rest ar :;3
“real" hand carved pipes as we know then
from other pipe makers.
In the first group the cheapest sell for
around kr. 90. These are pipes with heavy
staining to hide minor flaws. | noticed a
group of sandblasted classics, almost whi
as porcelain in color; those are very nice
pipes suitable as daily smokers.
For kr. 138 you can get a semi-rusticated
pipe, - a nice work pipe, especially the
short light billiards.
As mentioned earlier, one of Ngrding's
specialties is the acrylic stem. The
advantage is the price, and it lasts just asji#
long as an ebonite stem, and is just as gog
to smoke from. Pipes with this type of ste
can be purchased for kr. 158. :
If you are looking for a bit more everyday
luxury you have to pay kr. 198. For that
you get a nice smooth or tan shell pipe. | The master showing samples of the different models
stumbled on a bent classic with the bowl
leaning slightly forward. The blasting was
perfect, - showing ring grain all around the bo®iich pipes deserve careful treatment and good
tobacco. With a heavy silver band added, - increpgie strength of the shank, the price is kr. 288.
A silver band on a smooth luxury pipe cost kr. 3B8e soft shiny surface goes well with the silver,
especially on classic models like the Apple.
If you want a real hand carved pipe the pricestbagkr. 300. Here you also get something for your
money, design and smoke ability, - the two thirigg has made Ngrding an expanding business.
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The Queen of Pipes

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 14, December 1981
Written by: Jesper Boye
Photo: Anders Bentzon
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Anne Julie, - a pipe maker with an eye for shapedatetail
The Queen of pipes, - Anne Juli
has the pleasure of being one of
the best known Europeans in
Japan. First of all due to her
numerous tours and participatior
in Japanese TV shows, - but
naturally also because her hand
carved specialties have gained
incredible interest on the other
side of the world.

Her pipes have become an
attraction which many tourists, -
mainly Germans and Japanese,
seek out in their travels. In fact
she has become quite a
competition to "The Little
Mermaid" when people from all
over the world visit the pipe
paradise Copenhagen.

Like most of the other famous
Danish pipe carvers she enterec
the trade by coincidence....

Anne Julie- the woman behind the red/white dot. Always in adgnood

In 1967, following the death of her husband, -we-known pipe
maker Poul Rasmussen, Anne Julie suddenly weremsgpe for

a complete pipe making workshop she never realiiyshawn
much of an interest in before.

Even though she was now on her own with the childsbe felt
the shop had to continue.

Anne Julie had no prerequisite besides a natuilaksk and an
good artistic eye. So she combined all of thosé wilittle bit of
luck, and within a few years she has become aitutish within
the pipe making community.

The first experiments performed in the old shoplainemansgade
turned out so well that she decided to bring aviétl her in the
suitcase during a vacation trip to the USA. While gvas sitting in
her hotel room in New York she, - and the telephooek, decided
to go to the nearest pipe store to show them wieateuld do. The
store was located on Madison Avenue, and straregedygh it had
a Danish American manager.

He thought the pipes were very "charming", but tdenet think

An elegant shap
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they would be able to fetch the
prices Anne Julie wanted. He
agreed to take them on
commission while Anne Julie
visited some friends in San
Francisco. It became a very
short visit, when she landed in
San Francisco she was asked to
return to New York on the first
available flight.
A pipe interested TV producer
had heard of the story, and
wanted her to participate in the
American show "What's My
Line", - in Denmark known as
"Tippejob". The celebrity panel
did not guess her occupation, -
and she won the grand prize of
eSO kr. 6,000 and an extra weeks
Anne Julie inspecting ond her creation stay in New York paid by the
TV station.
How is that fockd

Anne Julie's pipes are unique. She tells thainifmssible to determine how the pipe would/shoutd t
out just by looking at the briar block. The blodlsf needs a trip to the sander "bims", - and then
grain will determine the end result. : ;
Even though Anne Julie has made more than 1,06 mper the
past 10 years, she recognizes every single oneattemvhere in
the world she's "crossing paths” with them. Thd-t&dl” signs are
not only the red/white logo, but also the uniquapghand finish.
As mentioned Anne Julie is "self taught", - butttlaesn't stop he
from teaching others, she has been a mentor for Hitemg and
several Japanese artists. She also taught evelasags where
people could learn how to carve their own pipertfrecratch”, -
but there's no time for that any longer. The pigesin such a high
demand that you have to order a year in advanbeymne. It is
not only the pipe smokers who happily pay betwae®®0 and kr.
20,000 for an Anne Julie pipe, also collectors pase pipes with
no intention of smokmg them at all. Anne Julie working in the sh

Anne Julie is living in
Roskilde. She's a hobby farmer, - always on theembter "Pipe-
Bar" in Vester Voldgade in Copenhagen just exparahetinow
includes all kinds of arts and crafts, - from shid briar cufflinks.
For several years Anne Julie has been announcipg-tRan of
the Year", but her passion is "Girls for Pipes"e $ihds it strange
» that you don't see more female pipe smokers, éxargh more
A pipe taking shay “ have shown up over the years.

One thing is for certain, - she will not go with@ugood smoke...............
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BANG

Piper & Tobak, Issue # 15, March 1982
Written By: Harald Grut
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

The history of a pipe making workshop.

Bang pipes are not very well known in Denmark.datf - they can only be found in a couple of
specialty stores in Copenhagen and a few storew/bése in Denmark, but pipe smokers in Germany,
Italy and Japan consider Bang Pipes the "crearmeotiop”.

In reality S. Bang is not a pipe carver, - butdetstart at the beginning.

During the German occupation a hopeful young mayabdis apprenticeship at a tobacconist in
Copenhagen (only the God's know how anybody caddhl anything about tobacco in those years).
After the war tobacco was sold in a different walgehind the counter, in several retail stores ss&ch
lllum and W.@. Larsen on Amagertorv. Svend Bang wanted to thegandent, and the opportunity
arose when he became the agent for an Englishdolieun not previously represented in Denmark. It
is no secret that it was Astley's tobacco's heesaprted, - a friendly W.
@. Larsen customer had told him about the brandhésame time a
tobacconist store on the upper side of Store Kosggste became
available, - so Bang took the leap.
The store had been the "tobacco, beer and weeldazivees” kind, but
now it was transformed into a "Pipe & Tobacco Teghplhe years as
point man at W@. Larsen had not been in vain, and soon the store
Store Kongensgade became an attraction for Copenlsagipe
smokers, and the Astley's tobaccos became a sucossthe very
beginning.
It was during those years the Danish hand carveespivere noticed
overseas, - and Bang wanted to be part of it. Bgsige making
. workshop materialized in 1968 in a small backrodrthe store. A
single pipe carver took care of the small, - andrfan impressive,
production.
This changed in 1970 when Per Hansen replaced 8arsg’
pipe maker, who has been long forgotten. Per knéving or
two about carving pipes. He was an electricianrage, but
had been experimenting with pipe carving at therelgry
Hans Hartmann's shop on H.C. @rstedvej. Then h&ator
for Preben Holm for a few months before Svend Barajly
hired him. At the same time the workshop was mdueah
the small backroom in the store to new surroundings
Nyboder, - only a few minutes walk from the store.
Per wouldn't be alone for long. The demand for BRipes o
grew, and since they also did pipe repairs he coukeep up ©=
with it all. In the fall of 1971 he was accompankdUIf
Noltensmeier, - but call him "Nolte" or you won&tca
response. His road to pipe carving had been sontewha UIf Noltenmeier "Nolte" working on a stem
complex. A sociology study was cut short, firsttbg youth
rebellion of the 60's, and then he was draftedséteed in Vordingborg and was extremely bored. The
Danish military's welfare committee recommendedadke up pipe carving as an occupational therapy.
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And when the military service was finally over, thipe carving had won over the sociology. He was
employed by Preben Holm, - here Per and Nolte orahk first time. Then he worked for Anne Julie
for a while, and finally he was employed by Bang.

And they are still there, - Per and Nolte, they@iyrare the Bang's pipe making workshop. The very
interesting part is that they from the very begngnhave been working as completely independent and
individual pipe makers, growing better and betiegrdhe years. So they really aren't Bang's pipe
making workshop, they are the independent artistsaRd Nolte.
They both admit that they are influenced by, -m&pired by, the
"Grand Old Man" Sixten Ivarsson. Which pipe cangait? But
they have developed their own style, - if influeshdy anybody it
would be from each other. Per is probably the nmaginative, his
pipe shapes have the greatest span. Yes, - hisnatay has led to
some less flattering penis-like models in receatryeThe Germans
love them. Noltes attitude towards pipe shapesasihg towards
the more classical models, - but when it suits hécan create
some very sculptural beauties.

A Bang pipe is handmade all the way, except fordwEc
machining processes all pipe carvers use, - whogsmuit prevent
calling the pipes hand carved. One critical poiffecentiates the
Bang pipes from most others, - the stems are 1088drhade. One
can dispute whether this makes a better pipe heutimdefined
feeling of having a handmade stem between youln tegs a
mysterious meaning to a true pipe enthusiast.

Also the sandblasting is performed "in house".iBeesponsible
for this, it is performed at a rented facility man, and the
sandblasted Bang pipes are very beautiful. In tepears Per has
also turned into somewhat of a silversmith. Thes#igot silver
fittings decorating some of the Bang models aralbiag.

It says itself that Bang has a limited annual pobidin
craftsmanship in this category is time consumimgi, shortcuts are
not an option. Most of the Bang pipes are expottsv big a
share of the total Danish export of hand carveégtpey have is
left unsaid, to avoid stepping on any toes, big @onsiderable. In
1976 the facilities at Nyboder had become too srealBang sold
the store and workshop and moved to new and bgygeoundings
in Livjsegergade on @sterbro, - and they are $idte.............

To hold a Bang pipe in your hand, enjoying themrthie harmonic
shape, the craftsmanship and the finish is whapifpe smokers in Germany, Italy and Japan arengilli
to pay a small fortune for, - the perfect smokeshort. | will refrain from mentioning prices; -ybu
want perfection you have to pay......

So where is Svend Bang, - the man naming the pipadl, of this? Well, - he is taking care of the
commercial side of the business, - which is ndiddelittled since it is the basis of the very #ase of
the pipe making workshop. In addition he has ti@atoo agency to run, - and it is not only Astleyly
longer. When time permits, - which isn't often gilcere is also a stamp collection to care foishe
engaging in the pipe making craft himself, but theg not named Bang, and would hardly fetch
amazing prices abroad.

So now you know what pipe smokers from Germaniy dad Japan would answer if you ask them
what they know about hand carved Danish pipes: §Ban
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§VENDBORG

Tao and the Svendborg Pipe (

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 17, September 1982
Written by: Jesper Boye
Photo: Jesper Boye

*&,,

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen TAOVJQRGENSEN

You always connect Tao to the Svendborg Pipe. He/started on his own, - but the Svendborg pipe
is still being produced by five women and his olskaciate Henrik érgensen at the helm
At the end of the 60's it was sufficient to have™ '
desire and drive to make it in the pipe making
business. This was the case with the banker
Henrik Jgrgensen, and the shop assistant Ta
Nielsen. They both wanted to move away froi
Copenhagen. They didn't know exactly where
but since Tao was an eager yachtsman and t
Nordisk pipe factory, - based in the seafaring
town of Svendborg, was for sale, the choice
was made. The old machines, - typical post v
monstrosities partly built from car parts, were
acquired at a very reasonable price, and they
still work today.

A look inside the old port offi

At the end of the 60's the so-called fancy
models, - rather horrific briar chunks with the
bark left on top, were a big hit. The American
thought they were the most beautiful
handicraft. Tao had been taught how to make
them by one of the "inventors" Erik Ngrding, -
so naturally they joined the fancy craze. At or
time they had twelve people employed at
Svendborg, - but as with any other fashion
craze the demand slowed down and prices dropped eterybody decided to make fancy pipes for the
USA.

Tao's new stol
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Henrik Jgrgensen and Tao discovered this in time deecided to
change production. New models were designed, anad/éii-
known German wholesaler Seifert from Kassel guithetn on the
way. Svendborg now concentrated most of their etiorthe
German market, and introduced the large bowls @ittm filter, -
all in line with the German preference.

Over the years about 100 models have been creatddnost are
still in production. For the Danish market they édeen
"downsized" a bit, and are available in the tradiéil smooth
version as well as a sandblasted finish which leasime very popular over the recent years.

Finishing touch is applie

Tao is going solo.

Up through the 70's several of Denmark's world fasnuipe
makers have worked at Svendborg, - among otherslBtad who
also worked for W. @. Larsen for a while. As Taeytlall favored
the hand carved pipes. Only 3,000 were made e\mly(;ompared
to the machine made
production of 20,000. All have
artistic blood in their veins,
and if it suits them better to
work 3 nights in a row to
finish a pipe, then they just dc
it. Tao felt this was what he
wanted to do, so he and
Rainer with a custom Henrik Jgrgensen agreed thé
he might as well start on his
own. He did so this year with his good friend Raid@esche. They}
bought the old port office in Svendborg, and hagamized it to
hold an exclusive pipe shop, - and a work shop e/faotic ideas
can have free reign.
The store is primarily operated by Rainer, and gai find
Stanwell, Savinelli and Svendborg pipes, - anccotirse Tao's
hand carved creations. A lot of good tobaccos lalaee the
counter when the many German sailors visit theestbiney are also tempted by quality pipe
paraphernalia and leather bag's. If that is notighp- then the "Dunhill fever" has reached Svemndbo
too (the one with male perfume in tobacco storesl)you can get Savinelli for your armpits and
6 = Dunhill for your cheeks too. In spite of this

Tao inspcting one of his beauti

- Tao's store is well worth a visit. His own

~ masterpieces are priced from kr. 500 to kr.
1,500 for a nice traditional shape. They are
- guaranteed good smokers. Even though my
- finances were on the low side | was tempted,
and | ended up leaving with a nice little
sandblasted Billiard.
My favorite pipe, - at least for a little

A sampling of Tao's creations 34



From Painter to Pipe Maker

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 19, March 1983
Written by: Jesper Boye

Photo: Ole Christiansen, Hans Mogensen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Pipe maker visit at Peter Hedegaard, - besides pifaking he has the following passions: WAGNER,
WHISKEY, VIOLINS and W@. LARSEN.
= He looks like Methuselah with the long bear
and droopy eyes. He claims to recall he's pé
30 years of age, and the droopy eyes are nc
result of exaggerated interest for the passiol
listed above, but due to the long work hours
necessary to satisfy eager customers in
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and lItaly, -
where most of his pipes are sold.
If we turn the clock back to 1975 a painter i
Grend was getting pretty tired of turpentine
fumes. He needed fresh air, and during his vacatidne fall, he
traveled to Copenhagen for the very first time.itdmediately went
down Strgget to Amagertorv where one of the cityipe temples”
are located. It was with awe and devotion Petegredtthis world, -
which later became so important to him, for thenfest time. He
The general outline is marked prior SPeNt several happy minutes contemplating befdde@so meet the
to "bimsning" manager himself, - Ole W.@. Larsen. He presentecéif as a
promising young man with a craving for manual latbart they had
no open positions since he just employed two nqwaeaices in the shop. But the indomitable young
man, - who by the way takes a great interest inldwy, believed in himself and his calling as aegpip
maker.
As a result he up-rooted his family, - in Februa®y 6, and moved to Copenhagen to pursue a career as
a pipe maker at W.@. Larsen. It is fair to say s & novice, but skilled mentors (Jess Gertsen and
Tonni Nielsen) and hard work developed his talerd point where he three years later decided hatmig
as well become his own master, - just as TonniJass.

"Bimsning" of the root, - this is the
sanding step where the quality of the
root and the shape of the pipe is
revealed
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Peter smoking one of his own
creations

vintage port, Whiskey, Sgren Kierkegaard and fiimeew i
Wagner is the worst passion. He has seen thedieat masterpiece
17 times in the same production, - quite an impvedeat
considering that Parsifal lasts as long as two Bsldngth movies.
If you can't find him at the Royal Danish Theateshere he's also
taking violin classes from a pipe smoking conducyou might
locate him at the Bayreuth Festival Theatre whereften spends

Peter himself thought that the first batch of pipesnade turned out
to be "Gods gift to humanity”, so he sent themhwwell-known
German wholesaler Otto & Kopp. Today he has a glighfferent
view on those first frail attempts. Words like "@tanay be a bit of
an overstatement by the Master, - but as the @stsinow, there has
been a significant development......

Peter has twenty standard models in his progrdhe rest are a
figment of his imagination or the German and ltalcastomers
specifications. Peters sales in Denmark are verydd, - but a small
crowd of loyal fans cheer whenever something igrnetd by the
picky Germans. The quality superb, - only the szgt raw
materials are used. At present Peter has raw fioaks in stock
worth kr. 18,000, - an increase of kr. 7,000 irefirears. Peter
Hedegaard considers pipe making an art form asaseadl craft, but
modestly prefers to call himself a craftsman. hasd work, and it
only allows him to maintain a
slightly excessive mediocre
lifestyle. This is done in the
company of Duke Ellington,

time in the lounge criticizing world famous condurstin the The stem being worked
company of the stars of the opera. He is probatilpgthere now.

A nice man making nice pipes, - look for yourself:

A 4
Q@
Y 4

A "String of Pearls" even Peter is satisfied with
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Former

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 20, May 1983
Written by: Jakob Groth

Photo: Jakob Groth

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

The mentor and "Godfather" of so many of Denmarkgreat pipe makers.
Rural surroundings have always had a captivatifegedbn pipe makers, and several have established
themselves in the southern part of Zealand

In a small town by the name Hgsten near Haslearelp qualifying to be called a one-church-townuyyo
will find Former. Open fields, a small pond, a attuand a couple of farms are the closest neighbors
the old merchant house, where Former and his wafeeLhave settled down.

But let's go back 20 years or so......
Here we find a young boy 15 years of agi#
- dreaming of becoming a mechanic or §&
machinist. There were no openings at thes
time, so the dream of an apprenticeship Fi
was replaced by a job as a worker at POl
Rasmussen who had a large pipe makin¢
workshop. Here he went through the
mandatory steps for any upcoming pipe
maker, - something most present pipe
makers look back on with mixed emotion **"
of horror and romance, namely pipe e S
repairs all day long. Former tells that he  voy are a|WayS We|come Hastel
also had to run errands all over town to
pick up and deliver the repairs. This gave himtafaontacts,
and that turned out to be useful later. In the gshepreferred
smoke was the "Tram Operator Nielsen" mixturespbeg by a
customer who experimented with mixing tobaccosoaté |
would have liked a taste of those!
A couple of years later, - when W.@. Larsen waxilog for a
new employee, Former made his first (!) pipes fsiant to finish.
The pipes secured him the position, and things feadly
moving in the right direction. Former was taughite pipe is
supposed to look in real life, how to work hardd dow to keep a
workshop in check. He slowly became the "unofflcrabnager of
the shop. Many young talents have been shaped toydfan the
W.d. Larsen workshop. To name a few indebted tonéor Anne
Julie, Tonni Nielsen, Poul listed, Per Hansen, ekidudsen and
others......
The nickname Former appeared during this timeréasname is
Hans Jonny Nielsen, but if you compare photos fhigryouth
= with photos of the English comedian Georg Formby wull
+ B understand how the nickname Former came about.
New models being develoy In 1974 Former wanted to try his luck as an indegen pipe
maker. There was plenty of room in the old merclanise, so he
purchased the machines needed and opened shoprriraf®y they soon found out that this "Former"
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guy made wonderful pipes, and today most of thegpgre sold in
Germany and Switzerland. Lene is in charge of exguod the
finances. She used to work in the export depart@ew.d.
Larsen, so she's quite experienced with finangmtsdjuction and
pipes! In addition she is one of the few femalksdw who's
always smoking a pipe, - a Former off course. mlgtest DM in
pipe smoking she came in third.

: . A Former deviates from most other pipe makers, sheiy
Quality Inspectio productive. He is making 500 600 plpes annud0fso of those

are standard models, and the remaining 10% areltgc
Freehands. He has 20 different standard modelsadventage of i
this is, that you can get a well crafted qualityepat a fair price. 5 "
When nature, the local soccer team, music or wieatiewmight be ; .
inspires him, or if he decides one of the standaodels needs g
replacing, - then he will sit down and create a fesehands, and if/
one of them turns out just right it may make ibitite standard
program. Recently Former has developed a specidlhg, so-
called "Spigot", it is inspired by the old long m&ehaum pipes.
Former is telling he is very particular when it aesrto lines,
shape, smoke ability and stem work, you don't dthubtwhen you
see, - and smoke, a Former pipe. They are luckgputhern
Europe, but they can also be a bit strange as Fasnelling;
During an export tour in Germany they had a reaterpiece on
display at the booth. An aficionado of the Germandlcame to
look at the pipe. For the next hour he walked saEJ@lometers
while circling the pipe, stopping to adjust it @lé bit, looking
from all angles, circling again, adjusting agaiand so it

A sample of the producti

continued.... The price of DM 2,300 was
not a problem, - buwasit the right one?
When he finally made up his mind and
purchased the pipe, - Former congratulated
him with the purchase and wished him
many enjoyable smokes from it. The
German replied in horror that he had no
intention of ever smoking the pipe!
Former and Lene both agree that this is
one of the most peculiar episodes they
have come across, - after all it is the
purpose of Formers pipes.

A nice evening await
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Thurmann from Fiolstraede

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 22, December 1983
Written by: Jesper Boye
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Bjgrn Thurmann has been located in Fiolstreede foPlyears now. Here he has opened a cozy little
tobacco store with a pipe workshop in the basentéaknows his business, - and he should, he has
been an apprentice at Dunhill in London and othelt-lknown stores.
But let's start at the beginning. "Old" Thurmanmiegd his store in B.T.-centralen on Strgget on May
1st 1953. It became one of the best tobacconlsmlfes with the blggest selection.
| started working at the store
20 years ago, - in 1963, so |
guess | can be considered
one of the "old boys (he's
37), in fact | started much
earlier, - back in 1953,
sorting pipes at the store, | |§
guess you can say | was
born in a briar block!
After working behind the
counter for a couple of
years, "the old man" decide
| needed something extra.
He got me a position in
London; - over a 6-month
period | had to work at five
different locations. First |
worked at A. Lewis &
Westminster; - they had 48 stores in London. Inesofitheir stores they mainly sold newspapers and
chocolate, - and you really had to pay attentioartderstand the cockney accent, in other stores you
almost had to wear white gloves. The "grand finala$% three weeks behind the counter at Dunhill on
Duke Street. Back then they were still sellingwa f@pes, - but it
was mainly hair lotion, ties and lighters. In Det®n1968 | had
the opportunity to travel to Chicago to work forsiaall
tobacconist store with only 52 employees", - thhgdat in the
world. | was working there for a 6-month period €18tore was
. amazing, - if we didn't have a certain pipe modehie store you

w just called one of the 17 assistants in the warehiamd explained
that you needed pipe model such-and-such withtypes of grain.
You explained that you were working at counter 8r@north
side, and a few minutes later the pipe was deld/&ve/ou via a
Pneumatic Tube Transport System.
| They also carried a nice selection of tobaccoyidiclg their own
blends. We sold approximately 250 ton each yearcsivé&
compete with the American sales gimmicks here inrberk.

The cozy store is equipped wit a table and chaing, customers come in to try the
latest tobacco and have a talk about pipes.

A small display, - Thurmann also sells . .
tampers, cufflinks made out of briar, When a new tobacco was introduced, they simplyassld some

hand made knives and other fine items  Of the flavor via the air-conditioning so the laslieuld smell it
and ask - "which brand is that wonderful tobacce?Well, - let
me show you Madam......"
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When | returned to Denmark | had lots of ideas vieihave to
face it, - Denmark is a small country. We have puyation of 5
million here in Denmark, in Chicago alone the papioh is 9
million.
But we were still busy at B.T.-centralen, and oaarywe sold
25,000 pipes from that little store, not many stondl ever try
that here in Denmark.
As most are aware; - the Danish pipe making begnSixten
Ivarsson. At the end of the 60's sales really wibk- we bought
a lot of hand made pipes
and sold them under our
own name. Then we
realized that we might get
them a little cheaper if we
made them ourselves. We had bought pipes from haise
Stigart. Larsen had been a foreman at Ngrdinghéstarted
making pipes on his own and he named them Mr. AsaiérBack
in 1972 we produced a lot of pipes. The Danish eiaokcame
saturated with pipes, so we started exporting 9l only
i focused on production and export, but as with rotdser
handicraft products you don't get rich. No mattwthard you
work you still only make those $2.13, - so | wasyvfmppy when
I was finally able to move from Sgborg HovedgadéhCity. At :
first we only had the store, but now the machirreg@rning.
A lot of people ask if it's difficult to make pipdsis, but I'm
quite convinced that | can grab somebody of theestand teach
them how to make a pipe in a couple of hours. Tifferdnce is
in the workmanship. You can compare the best pigkens with
fine artists. Anybody can make a drawing, but scare paint a
portrait or a wonderful landscape.

When I'm standing looking at a block
of briar | have to "see" the pipe within
10 seconds

The shape is cut on the band :

W_hen | pick up a b|OCk_0f 30 minutes later you can already see
briar | have to have an idea what the final result will look like

of shape, stem and color

within 10 seconds, - if not I'll move on to the hbjock.

| can't sit all day long staring at the block amshger. The ideas
have to come to you immediately, - and then itisadter of
transferring the ideas from your head to your haardbmake the
perfect pipe. Only one in a thousand is able tthig and it's not
something you just learn. But anybody can learn tmomake a
pipe that will serve its purpose and please yotisebthers.

The Danes probably have the best taste in pipesy f@md to
choose the pipes that are hardest to make, - staaflics. But |
also sell the "big chunks" with 9mm filter hereDenmark. The
shapes change all the time. Five years ago | mipas p/ith sharp
edges, - most still do, but now I'm leaning towasdfter shapes.
Also on the stems, they are rounded and very tignély". |

The stem inventory prefer smaller pipes, and | recommend these tasitltes easier
to become familiar with a small nosewarmer thaongIpipe
where you keep on bumping into people!

40



| can always recognize a
pipe | made by the lines.
The prices on Thurmann's
pipes start at kr. 200 and

up...... The most expensive
ever sold was a set of three
pipes placed in a

sandblasted and polished

briar block. It was a very
beautiful set, and for years I
didn't want to sell it and
used it for display. One day
| ended up selling it for kr.
10,000 to a German who
sold it in Germany for DM
12,000 - 15,000. Some
people don't care what it
cost.

The cheapest | ever sold we
probably in Sgborg when
we were getting ready to
move. | had 10 hand carved
pipes | wanted to sell cheap
I walked up to the local
newspaper and told them:
"Listen, I'm having the
world’s best sale, - pay as
you please!" They wrote a \
big article in the paper, and ———

the following morning 42 people were waiting indiwhen | opened. We let them in one at a tlme and
most didn't really believe it, - "Can | really bthis one for 5 gre" (1 cent), - "Yes, off coursel yan".

Most got embarrassed and bought a pack of pip@etedoo. | ended up making kr. 54 and 15 gre on
the 10 pipes. Not the biggest profit | ever madg,ibgave a lot of publicity and happy customenrsd

that is some of the best you can get......

s
i
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lvarsson Junior

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 23, March 1984
Written by: Jakob Groth

Photo: Jakob Groth and Jens Hammer
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

It is now 20 issues ago we last wrote about Ivarséo that time it
was Danish pipe makings "Grand Old Man" Sixtendgan we
portrayed (even though he is of Swedish descent).
Back then we really didn't mention Sixten's alrefaiyious son
Lars. Famous and famous! - In Denmark this reakyans that a
small select group of people know that "here gpgaes are
carved". You have to go abroad to find the greadses of fans
eagerly awaiting the next shipment from Lars.
It is not surprising that Lars has chosen this jgatisidering his
background. It is easier to state when Lars didake pipes, than
to find out exactly when he first began, - namély tirst couple of
years of his infancy. He gladly admits that heasyprivileged, -
only few kid's have been able to earn pocket mdryegarving
pipes at their dad's workshop. Already at 17, thaearly 60's, he
sold pipes under his own name to Iwan Ries in Qugcarobably
the biggest pipe store in the world. The pipes golkekcess of $
100.
Even though it appeared that a long and prosperaur waited,
Lars felt he also needed to know what books weeefitished college and continued studying to get a
degree in economics. Student loans were avoideddiyng pipes and releasing weather balloons for
the Danish Meteorological Institute (not at the eaime though!).
After a couple of years Lars realized that a giedfcareer as a pipe
carver was the preference, - but he completedihiies anyway.
Since then he has been making pipes. As many pipercarvers, he
bought a farm in southern Zealand and opened ashogk The past
year he has spent most of his time in Copenhagekingpin Sixten's
workshop in Vimmelskaftet.
Correct, - Lars is the son of Sixten, - but hd kaiks his own style.
Not surprisingly the early production resembles&is shapes, but
fairly early on he developed his own unique shapass is telling
that a good approach has been to sit and draw swstiepes and
lines, - not complete pipes. This gave him an iedelent sense of
: shapes. Today you have to be somewhat of an afidmto spot the
Lars,- as the Japanese view t relationship between Sixten's and Lars' pipes.

Sixten's pipes are often slender, curved and waimall "tail” at the
bottom of the bowl, - like the famous peewit-egd\efertiti. Lars, - on the other hand, is tryingfitad
out how short, compact or curved he can make pisspiMany of his pipes are not suitable for people
with a big nose. Some people may claim that thgsespmust smoke hot, - but the length of the pge h
no relevance. The smoking pace and amount of bsed in the bowl are the important factors.
Lars did get one of his traits from Senior, - petifenism. Lars states that chamber, smoke channel,
tenon, mortise, stem and button all are made tiegt@wn, - and we have to agree. In spite of his
education he does not think about the financiatetsghile carving pipes, - that comes later when th

g |
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product is finished. He belongs to the group oepimkers who doesn't say "this is how it turned.out
That is probably why he is calling himself a "fusspith sense for shapes".

The prices for Lars’ pipes are naturally at the sdenel as
Sixten's. Earlier a large part of the productiomirte the USA,
but in the past 10 years almost the entire prodndias been sold
to Japan. He is pleased with this change. The &spaare quality-
conscious smokers who considers pipe makers a$sartnot like
the Americans who begin any sentence with "how ratidim
Japan the cheapest pipes, - meaning the normablsatet
models, cost between kr. 1,000 and kr. 1,500. Innbsgk they are
impossible to find.

Lars is not kidding when he states that he cafdtéto smoke his
own pipes. When it happens it is always a pipe ¥ativs or
imperfections and they quickly disappear again. Jaganese are |
superstitious people, and when they see him smakpige they &
always ask if they can buy it. The masters own piftemust have §
magical powers. | don't know if this is the reasahvays see him
smoking a Stanwell DM 82 pipe, - it could also lbaige to
Stanwell. Lars has been having good luck at the B he is also
at home there since the DM tobacco is his dailylsgho

To Lars it is not enough to make perfect pipesid lae has always

been "playing with knives". Most pipe carvers mékeir own drill V E “’V

bits out of old files, - Lars thought it could henfto make his own -

knives, and they are quite nice. As with the piples knives are

made from scratch. Everything is handmade, - bladedle and ™ ' v
sheath. Listening to him talking about the techinitellenges is .
an adventure. As an example, there were problettiageaw A selection of short, compact and
stainless steel in the proper quality, - only SékadvNorway curved pipes
could solve this issue. The very beautiful handiesmade out of

o buxbom, mahogany or briar.

Lars is telling it took several
attempts, in cooperation with the
Institute for Heat Treatments,
before the hardening of the steel
was perfected. As a result the
stainless steel is razorblade quality,
and to my surprise he demonstrates
this by sacrificing a part of his lush
beard.

Lars emphasizes that the knife
making is only a hobby. He only
makes about 20 per year, and
understandably the prices are at the
same level as for the pipes.

Not your average kitchen knife
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He has made two million pipes

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 26, December 1984
Written by: Jesper Boye

Photo: Gunnar Larsen and Jesper Boye
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

It was pure tranquility as | was riding through Bédin
the southern part of Funen on my bicycle. The simesh
in the narrow cozy streets and the marina inspiredo
find my bent skipper-pipe and fill it with Bengaic®s.
It smells like newly tarred rope, and feeble sahisk

it should only be smoked on a boat in the middléhef
Atlantic. But | was smoking it peacefully while
enjoying a beer with the locals at the marina, they
asked if | ever had visited Viggo. | had not, 4 so
wandered around behind the warehouses until | fou
his pipe workshop well hidden in a little corner.

You can't miss Viggo the pipe maker, - wearingtigs
leather apron, knitted cap and pipe in the sumraat,h
he looks like an advertisement on an old tobacco ja §&
Viggo greets me with a smile and a warm "Goddaw!"
before he takes me through his small shop to thé&shop and office in the back. "Modest surroundings
compared to the heydays in Kolding, - but perfectnie” Viggo says.

But let's start at the beginning;

Immediately after WWII it was all about beech wagmgdes. The
briar had still not made it to Denmark, so thetfasuple of years
we worked with beech wood planks from Sweden anthkd. If
nothing else, - | gained a lot of experience wagkivith wood, and
I was good with my hands and could get a lot doitkimva short
time.

Because of this, | dared to go out on my own badkeé 50's, and |
' opened my own pipe making workshop. Briar had fnaitrived,
the finest quality, and at a modest price. | p&idwa kr. 1 for a
briar block back then, - far less than today'scrithus prices
where you pay kr. 200 for a good quality briar lldaut it was a
challenge to get decent materials to work with.

We began considering the grain and more advanceiiso
besides "the straight and the bent". | named tti@fga Bari, and
we went from "nothing" to a large factory with mdahan 30 employees and worldwide export.
Everybody knew Bari's models, - and we were pdadityifamous for our stems. The stems were high
quality with a perfect fit. | had developed a pst@mn machine able to work the stems within 1/10 mm.
Unfortunately | had to sell Bari a few years baglatWest German company, - but they couldn't move
the factory. Danish works are just better, andihing else then I'm proud that my "baby" is stithreat
success.

For a while I traveled around the world to find thesst briar, - and | sold some, but | can't be oith
pipe making, so my wife and | traveled all over Bk to find an oasis where we could start over
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again. We settled down in Faborg, and now | comaésbn making hand carved pipes, but also the
more consumer friendly cheaper machined models.

| am keen on good
workmanship | can vouch
for, - this keeps the
customers happy. It must be
good workmanship since |
only had one complaint after
selling almost two million
pipes over the years.
Most Danes won't pay the
price for a good hand carvec
pipe. The materials are so
costly these days that only
Germans and Americans
allow themselves to splurge.
| enjoy when they come to
visit and are all excited.
They understand the cost of
good workmanship, and the
always have time to talk
(even if it slows down
production). Many visit, -
known as unknown.
Recently the German TV
stars Rex Gildo and Udo
Jurgens came by.

You have to concentrate
when making pipes. If you
don't catch the idea right
away, - but get interrupted,
you might as well start over.
It is hard to recreate the
same idea later. Due to this,
I'm now moving the
workshop to our private
home. It's not that | don't appreciate visitorall pipe smokers are welcome, but all the kindedgas
and housewife societies on "workshop visits" dagswork if you want food on the table. It's notttha
have to make lot's of money, - | can't take ithwite anyway, but it does require peace and quie¢ to
creative. | strive to make the pipes great everygragkers. A perfect Straight Grain is a wonderfpep
but the grain is so dense that the pipe has tpseshose should only be smoked on occasion fépre
Flame Grain myself, - here the wood can "breataed, you can smoke it often without getting sour.
They cost around kr. 260, but | also make pipdgeior thousands when the wood permits.

Since I'm moving the shop, | have teamed up wijo@d friend and expert, Jens Erik Olesen, who is
also carving pipes as a hobby. End October hedsing a wine and pipe store here in Faborg, - two
things | think go well together, and he is veryidated. At the same time he's planning on stading
pipe club covering the southern Funen area, soayimterested should give him a "push”. | would
like to have a pipe club in Faborg; - pipe smoleamm to be calm and friendly people.
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The Peculiar Pipe Maker in Frederikshavn

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 29, September 1985
Written by: Leif Andersen

Photo: Bjarne Nielsen

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Piber & Tobak is visiting Mogens Johansen in thezyoworkshop at the heart of Frederikshavn. He
was born curious, - and his biggest wish is to viSopenhagen. The 32-year old pipe maker has never
been there!

When you are walking down Sgndergade towards the to

square in Frederikshavn, you will find a sign byibe® P'BER
number 5 stating: Piber & Tobak, Joh's hand magesWe

walk down the alley and find a large sign abovelrblack &TOBAK
barn door. When stepping into the store you imntelfjiayet
a sense of being at a tobacconist's back in 1&88#lestone
on the floor, shelves made out of raw wood, beaoedihg
and the old cash register with handle and belly\¢ery!
The "master" appears from behind a curtain to wekas.
After a brief chat we walk into the heart of therst - the
workshop. This is where it is happening!

"People always drop by" he says while wiping hisdsin
the red apron, - and we can sense that you're alway
welcome here, a man is sitting smoking a pipe batoo
while reading the daily newspaper and enjoying@aafu
fresh made coffee.

"All the chats about pipes, tobacco and everydaney
during the day results in longer work hours in¢lening,
but that's quite OK" Joh's tells us while we aghting our
pipes and tasting the fresh made coffee.

Joh's, - whose real name is Mogens Johansen, wasbo
few miles outside Frederikshavn in 1953, and he voas

curious. After completing an apprenticeship asuanler in 1974 he has worked as: an assistant in a
kindergarten, welder, shipbuilder, shop assistadtstone mason.

s@_& ' £

In between jobs | began making pipes to pass tinvas
curious, and | wanted to make "my own" pipe. Fgear |
was sanding and polishing to the best of my abiéibd a
local pipe maker gave me some pointers to makétitea
easier. | installed machines in the basement mgsellf
needed them, and after a while | had a completé&shop.
When one of my acquaintances heard about the hodby
! asked if | could make a pipe for him. | thought sbut quite
frankly, the end result did not meet the "custorhersny

4 own expectations. Joh's is laughing thinking alitout
The unemployment office offered me a job as a teddm at a local radio station. | was curious and
accepted, but after 9 months my curiosity was curadd the pipes sitting on the shelf in the basgm
were turning out much better now.
| enjoyed working with the pipes, and since | wasrgling more and more time in the small workshop |
thought | could try to make it a way of living. law very careful at first, - | rented an old horsble
here for kr. 300/month plus electric, and slowlg tustomer base grew bigger.
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You can see from the many newspaper clippingsthieat
local press is giving me a lot of support; - thail me
"The Peculiar Pipe Maker". The articles helpedigett
my name out there.

It's not a 9 to 5 job to be self-employed, butdrdi
expect that either. A lot of days | work 14 - 16ihg

but it doesn't matter. | feel fortunate, and | oekpect

my family, - and maybe a little butter on Sunday's.
I don't have dreams about a production with several =
employees, - but I can still call myself CEO!

We understand how the "The Peculiar Pipe Maker"
came about after reading one of the newspaper
clippings, - proof of one of many ideas stemming
from the briar and stems in the workshop.

| thought it was about time the local community

found out who | was. Being poor, - as many other

little pipe shops, | couldn't afford a flashy addhe

paper, so what could | do?

~ Who's the best PR man in Denmark? Prince Henrik
: off course!

I made two nice pipes, a straight and a bent.d mlade a nice box with a brass plate, - draped avith

red cloth. | called the newspaper and told themuaibty plan. The journalist thought it was a great

story, so | ended up getting a half a page stothiérnpaper for the price of two pipes!

Joh's proudly shows us the thank-you letter fromaemborg........

As many other craftsmen he hesitates when we lzsgiimg about the prices:

It's always difficult to put a price on a pipedipends
on the quality, shape and many other factors. They
normally start at kr. 200 and up. | make a lotudtom
pipes, and those are priced based on the taskdt ha
The most expensive pipes are sold to Germany, they
cost between kr. 900 and kr. 1,400.

I normally say | can make a pipe suitable for artyb®
taste, - and wallet. It's expensive to have alséoriar
blocks in stock; it has to be considered too.

Do | have any "role models" from the pipe making
world? Yes, - when | see a picture of Poul llsteda
Peter Hedegaards pipes | get excited. If | onecaday
afford it, - and if they would let me, | would like meet the two gentlemen.....

And then I'd like to see W. @. Larsen's pipe muse@u@openhagen, - I've never been in Copenhagen!

o v . - by LB
L Y ¢ I8 | T o Y e A
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Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde of Pipe Making

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 34, November 1986
Written by: Bjarne Rasmussen

Photo: Leif Slot

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Policeman in the daytime, and pipe maker at nigbtieve it or not,
but in this way a civil servant has found a waynease his income
via his hobby.

His name is Leo Bgrgart and the interest for pgmeses from his
father who was a dedicated pipe smoker. One dayhhddo pick up
one of his fathers pipes from repair, but it wasseidy, so Leo took it
to Peter Svendsen who repaired it while Leo watchbdt sparked
the interest!

By trade Leo is a woodworker, so he put this knolgketo good use
and began making pipes.

The first pipes turned out to be very nice, soititerest grew, and Leo
discovered that not only could he have fun makieggipes, he could
also please others in the process.

At first the pipes were sold to friends and colleasy but as time
passed his pipes became more and more popular.

When the day came, where Leo thought his pipe ngadills had
reached a level where the quality could satisfynahe pickiest
customers, he went to Den Permanente (a cooperdtanish artists
and entrepreneurs) on Vesterbrogade in Copenhagdrotv them
what he could do.

As a result, Leo's pipes are now displayed amohegrarts and
crafts made by the most famous names in Denmark.

Leo himself is also in high demand. He is teacigipt school in
pipe making in Kagge, and the Tourist Associatios also made
requests.

The original Leo Bgrgart pipes do not have a speciae; - they
are simply stamped with a number (1 - 4) dependmthe quality.
The models are more or less traditional, but wigight tilt or a
little refinement making each
pipe unique. One refinement o
is a red/blue band embedded
in the shank, and it really
looks quite nice.

In connection with the WM in soccer Leo made a &hgripe with
a red/white band embedded in the bowl. Quite aviene made,
and they all sold. Pipe Man of the Year 1986, Wfiemann-
Jensen received one of these pipes from Leo d@xign pipe
smoking at Folkets Hus.

The smooth finish is Leo's preference, but he alakes
sandblasted and rusticated pipes. He has madesamanique, -
but still classic, rusticated models. The priceddreo Bgrgart pipe
run from kr. 250 up to kr. 1,100, - so there isidaenselection.
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John Vinstrup - Pipe Maker

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 41, September 1988
Written by: Bent Haller

Photo: Bent Haller

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

I have smoked a pipe for more than
25 years, - but it is not until recentl
that | discovered there could be mo
dimensions to the noble art of :
smoking tobacco. All pipe smokers
know the classical ritual where they "
loose themselves in the blue fog, b

| found something that went deepe;=
One day | was visiting John
Vinstrup, the pipe maker in Koldby, &
15 miles from Thisted. While | was ¥ AR :
StUdylr.]g a plpe,_WhICh IS ”OW m.my John Vinstrup in store and workst

collection, | realized that a pipe is

not just a pipe, every pipe no matter size or sltapebe inspired. When | was sitting enjoying thet f
smoke | discovered that this pipe was differentfitbie rest, - both hand made or production linegip
Opposite the production line pipes which are alwstgsic and thereby unchangeable, - Vinstrup's pipe
was assymetrical, it was a sculpture, a small maistee | had purchased. The pipes shape was moving,
creating space and life. When an item get's indggsesomething personal and original, is createchfr
within by need and desire, when the inspiratiordemdl links determination and the unexplainable,
when the shape "creates itself" and becomes samgetipposed to looking like something, then it's no
longer workmanship, - it's art.

Since then | have invested in a total of five Viinptpipes, - not as
an investment, but because of the artistic expeeiefwo of the
pipes are from his UNIKA-series. An exclusive fami hard to
come by, expensive, flawless, shape, color andh graiates a
unity.
John Vinstrup is not mass producing pipes, - thalready being
done by others. To him the pipe represents a sfatend, his
identity is connected to the shape he's carefalighing. Héasto
carve the pipe.
If you visit his little store in Koldby, there asdways beautiful
pipes to look at while you smoke a tobacco sangrid,at a
reasonable prices between kr. 300 and kr. 500.
"They have flaws, so I'm selling them cheap" hela@xg.

The "baptismal fon If you are considered a good customer, you maybketa

convince him to bring out the pipes he has a hard parting

with. If you manage to get access to the backraord,you're able to pay the price without getting a
nervous twitch, then you can acquire a pipe, - kwbart, you won't find anywhere else.
| have tried to find out exactly why his pipes different. For quite some time it was just a feglin
something undefined stimulating my curiosity. Fogall it's connected to Vinstrup's talent, ansl hi
ability to know exactly how far he can go withowbgsing the line. He is using his abilities to the
fullest. Then there is his method of work, - invialy the ability to spot the briars potential, areayw
high standards. As a result the scrap bin is bigger than the wallet. If you ask him about hisught
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process when creating a pipe his typical answeft$ jisst make them!" That is a sufficient answer t
him, and he probably thinks that my enthusiasm i
little extreme.
But you don't need the master’s opinion when yot
have one of his creations in front of you. | beéiev
his pipes speak their own language, and withle lit
determination you may be able to interpret. Tota |
of people a pipe is a pipe, - nothing more, theytca
tell the difference. Maybe it's not so strange.....
Who, - besides a small group of pipe aficionados
can be hysterical enough to find beauty and
inspiration in puffing on a sour pipe. But if yaa'r
willing to open your eyes, and be a little receptiyou can quickly learn how to distinguish theioady
from the sublime.
John Vinstrup creates subtle deviations in the shlap is moving the centre of gravity to what is\wn
as "the golden ratio" in the art world, - thus tirggbalance and harmony, - but not a static hagmon
The subtle deviations create movement, and moveisdfg, - in paintings, sculptures, music or like
this case "in the briar". In addition | see a cleanrelation between old Nordic tradition and inaton.
When | say this, John Vinstrup is shaking his héad still believe I'm on the right path. In thest
part of his collection, - the pipes he is usingd@play (or keep for himself), there is a commioread
to the past. A good example is what | call the tisapal font". Whether John Vinstrup is willing to
admit the correlation or not, - there is a cleaersblance between this pipe and the roman baptismal
font from the 1100's: The tight lines of the bowtlwdecorations on top, on the baptismal font a&rop
on Vinstrup's pipe a ring.
Such a shape, - and the associations you get wlo&mg at it, can make you view pipe smoking as
something different from " burning leaves, toxicak@ and bad smell”, something deeper and spiritual,
a psychological ritual. Do not disturb when you aewan "looking inward" while smoking his pipe.
A further development of the "baptismal font" Idim flawless Straight Grain with a hand made
Cumberland stem. Here the shape is rounded, siamplelean. No sharp edges, it is resting, floating,
and the softness never turns weak since the basuds a pronounced component. The beautiful stem
enhances the grain and adds balance to form andscol
e How important color and grain is can be seenin a
Straight Grain with a black polished rim, - a
classical shape with a modern twist. In between
the black stem and rim the color is glowing, and
the grain turns into a decoration, almost a reéef,
pipe is also a picture and an experience of colors.
The last of John Vinstrup's pipes | want to
mention is the abstract. A pipe which could be a
model for a granite or a marble sculpture, a shape
with many possibilities. Here three shapes are mgrigto one. If you turn the pipe you notice hdwe t
movement keeps creating new angles, new picturest &yes begin to wander, experiencing and
getting surprised..... You hardly get closer toctionalistic art.

A flawless Straight Grain with Cumberland s

A Straight Grain with black polished r
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Naturally all of this is subjective talk, - it hasbe.
A shape has to be seen in real life, not from agho|
The article is only written to call attention tvery
exciting pipe artist, an attempt to divide thingscs
there is a fine line between workmanship and art,
and an attempt to convey true excitement and joy
a trade which is able to move boundaries in this s¢
technical day and age.

Let me end this article by quoting the English aurit
W. M. Thackeray: "The pipe draws wisdom from t -
lips of the philosopher, and shuts up the mouth of 4 Straight Grain Freehand
the foolish!"
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W. @. Larsen through 125 years

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 45, September 1989
Written by: Per B. Jensen

Photo: Per B. Jensen

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

It all started 125 years ago, - on October 25thd18fen the first W. @. Larsen received his cexdite

of matriculation , and was permitted to operatetair shop for cigars and tobacco on Amagertorvino.
in Copenhagen. The store opened on November 4t 586 since then four generations of W. &.
Larsen's have made sure it is still possible telpase cigars and tobacco at W. @. on Strgget.

When the store opened it was a very g ;

different city compared to what we  §
know today. It was while Hgjbro Plads
still had market day, the Stork Fountai
wasn't there yet, and all transportatio
of goods was done by horse and
carriage. It would be another three
years before it was decided to abolishg
the mounds, moats and gates to the c:
Copenhagen was a city you "locked" |
for the night. '

stores assortment was mainly Dutch §8
tobacco's and Havana cigars, but it's
reasonable to assume that they also
carried porcelain and meerschaum
pipes. Around the turn of the century
the store in no. 1 had become
overcrowded, so they purchased the
house at Amagertorv no. 9, - where W. @. Lars@irasides today. Next time you visit the oldest
tobacconist store in Copenhagen you may hear kistor
whispering in your ear when you know that the houae built
in 1790, it survived the great fire of 1795, thertmrdment of
1801 and as mentioned it has housed four genesation
tobacconists.

In 1919 W. @. Larsen died, and his son L. P. Lateek over.
During his time the store developed to become teéeped
supplier of tobacco to the upper class' and thprgtors. He
continued in his fathers footsteps without makirensnchanges
to the assortment. There was no need, at the lieednly
smoked cigars. In those days every boy would gégar holder
at their confirmation. They were not always madeafamber, -
but their nickname was "ravrgr" (amber-tube). Sithan the
cigars have suffered an ill fate. Ole W. @. Larseourth
generation and present owner is telling us witlstadgic look in
his eye: "When | was an apprentice back in the 80igasn't
uncommon to sell Our own Havana cigars in boxek0ofor
250"

The firstw. @. Larse from 186 Even though D. Y. W. @. Larsen, - Ole W. @. Larsdather,

W. @. Larsen on Strgget anno 1
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didn't take over the store from his father unti2Q9it was him who started importing Havana cigars,
tobacco and pipes at a large scale during and\Af#t. He was a enterprising man who initiated a
great deal of what the store is known for today.
He started his own cigar manufacturing. It was &iso who
decorated the store with old pipes, an idea whatér lwould turn
into the very interesting W. @. Larsen pipe muséame right of
the store on Amagertorv (initiated by Ole W. @.4ear).He also
amassed a comprehensive library on tobacco culture.
Due to this library, - W. @. Larsen is the placeanénjournalists,
Denmark's Radio, the TV Theater, The Royal Theaterothers
go when they need to know about smoking habitstalnacco
culture. Or they borrow props from the museum talble to
smoke tobacco on a pipe from the correct era. Béxistmas
when you watch "Ngddebo Parsonage" it is very Vikieat the
long pipes are borrowed from W. @. Larsen. If yaanivto know
more about the old long pipe you can read Ole WLasen's
book on the subject.
The period during and immediately after WWII idefd with
stories about the hard times smokers had to en@eaV. &.
» Larsen does not think it was
all that bad, - at least not for The store at Amagertor" na
pipe smokers. The supplies could be made to gbdyrthey could
supplement with Russian tobacco, and at no timé\did. Larsen
have to go to the extreme of selling Danish tobdomm Funen.
The cigars were horrible. It could be because drteeomain
suppliers also sold fruits and vegetables, mayhealea surplus
inventory of other types of leaves!
During WWII it was impossible to import briar pipesfter the
inventory had sold there were only the Danish beeabd pipes
left. When the situation normalized after the War,@. Larsen
thought that the selection was rather standardizled.models
These two cigar holders are from the \yere rather uninteresting with very few variatioasd the quality
museum, - one of many unique items \a¢ ot exactly what they preferred to sell tortbaitomers. It is
Ole W. @. Larsen's belief that a pipe is a perstmnag, and they
should be able to offer hand carved pipes of higgiity and design. Since the pipes could not be
imported, and the Danish hand carved pipes predmtijnwere
the so-called Fancy-models for the American ma®ét, W. @.
Larsen only saw one option: They had to createpaaduce their
own pipes. So they did, - and that was the begmofrwhat we
know today as the W. @. Larsen pipe. Poul Rasmusssrthe
first pipe maker to make the W. @. Larsen pipesisgnworkshop. =
Later W. @. Larsen got their own workshop wherenfk@rworked
as foreman for years. Several of todays recogridaedsh pipe
makers worked in the W. @. Larsen workshop, - sagchsted,
Anne Julie and Peter Hedegaard.
The W. @. Larsen tobaccos are made elsewhere basbeir
recipe. What isn't smoked in Denmark is exporteBumpe, - .
mainly Germany. Also Japan is becoming a big ma@®kt and There are many temptations in the
Inge W. @. Larsen take care of the export, and #isy design the store
labels and tins. As part of the export businesgahmly travels a
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lot, and at seminars they make an effort to sptieadnowledge
of Danish pipe culture.

Naturally a lot has happened since 1864, but youst feel the
history when you walk up the stairs while tryingatecide if you
should take a look at the pipe museum, or if yaaughhead
directly for the store to have a great chat abgquégpand tobacco
in Copenhagen's oldest tobacconist store.

Congratulations with the 125 years W. @. - sees@n.........
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A Tribute to lvarsson

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 51, March 1991
Written by: Jakob Groth

Photo: Jens Hammer and Jakob Groth
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

In Piber & Tobak's issue # 3 from March 1979 Sixtdmarsson was portrayed for the first time in the
magazine. Already then, he was called Danish pipakings "Grand Old Man". He has now turned
80 years of age, and he is still going strong makworld-class pipes. We send him a delayed
congratulation with this tribute.

A couple of issues back we brought an article conng the
history of Danish pipe making. The article was loase a
seminar held by myself. In the article we may retédbeen quite
clear in describing Sixten's central role in thenBh pipe making
history (even though he is of Swedish descent).YBsul
Rasmussen and W.4. Larsen have both been of gnpattance
by having workshops where many great pipe makers haen
trained, but the great inspiration atréateuris without a shadow
of doubt Sixten lvarsson.

Let's briefly repeat Sixten's history, - descriloedhore detail in
Piber & Tobak # 3. After the 2nd world war, timesre tough for
Danish pipe smokers. The tobacco was of a very guoality, - if
you could call it tobacco at all, and descent pipese nowhere to
be found. The Danish manufactured pipes, - withlighg
sounding names like Earl and Duke, were made odtibious
local types of wood, and smoked out of despaidesire. Not
surprisingly skilled pipe repairers were a soudtaracommodity
at the time, when trying to prolong the life of @gpmade prior to
the war.
By sheer coincidence, Sixten turned up at Suhps @pair shop |tis hard to believe that Sixten is born
to have his pipe repalred just as their repairnshthken a leave in 1910
. of absence due to illness.
Sixten, - who was pretty good with his hands, negghthe pipe
¥ stem and some of their machines himself, and tmeydadiately
| offered him a job. For a while he worked as billector in the
daytime and pipe repairman in the evenings, -thé end he
became a fulltime pipe repairman. For a few yearkearned how
pipes are made, - and maybe even more important ey
shouldn't be made. A few years after the war, ittsé briar blocks
started arriving in Denmark. This improved the Barpipes
significantly, but they were still not comparabder¢al English
pipeswhich were still not available. Due to this theras a
demand for well made pipes with nice grain, and ts the
basis for the very first briar pipes Sixten madelevtill
performing the daily repairs. Prices were alreaidi back then, -
the first pipe was priced at kr. 85, and you caigtl5 - 10 of the
Different stages of producti normal Danish pipes for that, but quality pipeseevecarce and
this was reflected in the price. Sixten is nottyye who will just
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stick to what is considered traditional and recegdi He began making his own models, and they were
not like anything else available, - the classic sipdnd when the English finally became availalgjaia
Sixten's pipes continued to sell. At this time &ixbegan

working with Stanwell (former Kyringe) on pipe dgss, and this
made those (for the time) unusual models availabtee masses.
At about the same time Sixten opened his own kttlep in
Teglgardsstraede, but he moved shortly after, ir2 185
Vimmelskaftet where he has continued to operatéhét
beginning on the first floor, - and later he movedhe 3rd floor.

So what are Sixten's accomplishments?
1. As mentioned above, he was the creator of shapgks an Sixten and Lars ivarsson have a good
forms never seen before, - often combined with ualis ~ working relationship
materials such as bamboo and horn. Some of thedelsno
have become modern classics, such as the "peegiitagg "Nefertiti" with the slanted bowl.

2. In addition he has never been afraid to teach stheétanwell or other pipe makers. Quite a few
of today's very best pipe carvers owe a lot toeéixaind they are not afraid to admit it. This
includes Jess and Emil Chonowitsch in southernateklJgrn Micke on Bornholm, the Swede
Bo Nordh, Flemming Petersen in Borris and off ceussxten's son Lars.

3. Pipe makers who didn't work directly with Sixtewnit brained elsewhere, quickly mention Sixten
as a source of inspiration. To name a few: Per efaasd Ulf Noltensmeier "Nolte" from Bang
and Bjgrn Bengtson from Malmg. It can be summarnizit this Sixten quote: "a master who
doesn't allow his students to become better thasdlf is a poor master!".

4. He would never compromise on quality, - it hasedle best, and if it isn't it has to be
improved. This is without a doubt the reason fer high standard you see from most Danish
pipe makers today, - not quite seen anywhere el#eeiworld. The matter of compromise also
applies when it comes to putting a price on a pijgeen Sixten has put his soul and efforts into
making a pipe, and later tells the price to a pidébuyer, the buyer should not begin to
negotiate about the price. It is an insult to thpepnaker.

Finally Sixten was probably the first to conquer g#xport markets, - back then the USA, and later
Japan. This feat really spiked the interest foriBlapipes.

The "Peew-egg" with bamboo is one of Sixten's most populatets) and for a good reason, it is a wonderful
Let me finish this tribute to Sixten lvarsson byshing him many good years, - and pipes, to come....
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Winslgw, - A Successful Pipe Maker

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 52, May 1991
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

At the recent DM in pipe smoking | was
walking around enjoying the large and
wonderful display of pipes. Most of Denmark's
great pipe makers were represented, so | was
spending quite a bit of time admiring all the
craftsmanship.

One of these great pipe makers is Poul Winslg
from Hvidovre. He has a past as foreman at
Preben Holm, - and his time as an independet
pipe maker only goes back six years. ’
All beginnings can be troublesome, but Winslgw sEalized that all the pipe makers were more than
willing to pass on their experience and good advsea result Winslgw had a hard time deciding on a
style and production method, - he was "all overglaee”. At the time pipe making was in a "slump",
not the best conditions for a new and upcoming pip&er.

Poul Winslgw was determined. The pipes were pratiuemed he made frequent trips with the Rgdby-
Puttgarden ferry to Germany, - his main marketyoda

In the six year period Winslgw has managed to &stal name as pipe maker in Germany. His pipes
are found in most well assorted stores in the larges. "Danske Pibe" in Hamburg is one of theon, f
years they have made room for his pipes in thee fiatalog. To accomplish all of this within saye
may seem hard to believe for many, but it has lveey hard work. Cooperation with Stanwell and
Dunhill made the trips to Germany possible, andevtdémonstrating their products he could also
present himself, - a great help! He did not disgisyown pipes at the shows, but meeting people and
getting your name "out there" is important when yryuo enter a new market.

Each year the large fairs in Frankfurt and Dortmarelclearly marked on the calendar. At these fairs
Winslgw meets the German dealers and gets a fegh@fe the market is moving, - it is very strenyous
a lot of contacts have to be made.

The fair in Frankfurt is an actual consumer faithwi
everything your heart may desire. It's taking plece
both spring and fall. The Dortmund fair is in tlad f
and now they also include pipes, tobacco and
accessories, earlier it was only cigarettes anarsig
So what's the reason behind Winslgw's success?
One of the reasons, - besides his hard work, is
probably found in his ability to combine the
traditional models with an exciting finish, such as
using various materials for the transition frormste
shank, and the stem work itself. The stain known
from the DM program is called "Leopard” in Germaamd it is very popular. Winslgw doesn't think
pipe making should be boring, - he doesn't wawgetostuck in a specific design, there has to benroo
for creative thinking. It also has to be added Watslgw has pipes in all categories, - from kO T{
to kr. 2,500 for the very unique pipes. After acassful stay in Frankfurt, Winslgw and his helper a
working on new exciting models. If you're lucky yought find them at Remo Sgrensen on Strgget in
Copenhagen, or at Pibesmeden in Arhus.
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New Pipe Maker in the Heart of Copenhagen

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 53, September 1991
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen

Photo: Lars Colberg and Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

At the end of June, the center of Copenhagen hadeav and exciting store added for us pipe
smokers. Manduela Riser-Kusk opened her new doniaiStudiestraede, - one of the many streets
running parallel to Strgget.

Manduela is a fairly
unknown name within
Danish pipe making. Five
years ago she worked at th
museum in Svendborg with
Ole Bang, - who also :
worked as a wood turner in %
his free time. They were ;

making pepper mills, bowls A’A

and candleholders, and
Manduela was getting
pretty good at it, but she
would really like to try
making a pipe.

Besides it's many bars, -
Svendborg is known as the
town where Tao and Poul
listed live, and one day
Manduela met Poul llsted.
She asked him if he could
show her how to make a
pipe, and Poul listed
replied: “Sure | can, here's
a file, a block of briar and
some sandpaper, - get
cracking!".

Manduela, - now an apprentice, spent every dalgiad's shop, and she was taught the trade from the
bottom. The first year she spent filling, turningddiling. Making an actual pipe came much lateas-

her master she's a perfectionist. She was taulghib@lit the briar and it's hidden secrets, - atet 8f

1/2 years she handed in her test piece: A six-sitissic with Cross Grain, - a wonderful piece of
workmanship!

The remaining 6 months Manduela made her own pgresthe idea of having her own workshop
emerged. She moved to Copenhagen and had contaet pigpe maker Svend Celius, before she ended
up at Pibe-Dan where she worked with Ph. Vigemattorkshop in Kattesundet. When it was
announced that the shop would close she had toftwaknew place, and one day after work she came
by Studiestraede 40 where a perfect little storé @ishop in the back was available. She contabted t
agent to hear on pricing: " Really, - that muchanduelawvantedthe store, so she was working
intensely to make money. A lot of pipes were mait&er for resale through Pibe-Dan, or for export t

The new shop and proud own- Manduel:
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Germany. Per Billhall was a great admirer of Maddsevork, and he purchased a great number of
pipes, - and finally she managed to get her nante@iease.

Manduela's pipes are mainly of a classic
design. They are easier to sell, but harder to
make. The size varies from large to very small
feminine models. The time spent at llsted has
not been in vain, a lot of llsted's curves and
proportions can be recognized in Manduela's
pipes, but there are significant differences, -
size being one of them.

Manduela still hasn't purchased a band saw or
sander, so the beautiful pipes are made on
lathe and "bims", and after a long process they
are finally polished. One of the trademarks, -
separating her pipes from other carvers, is the
choice of stem materials. The traditional black
stems are hardly ever used. She prefers to
work with wood types suitable for stem work
due to their appearance, hardness and
properties, - such as: Guaiacum, Ebony,
Lemon, Palm and Snake wood. Artificial amber ireaety of colors is also used. Manduela even had
completely translucent artificial amber made, - sthring | have never seen before.

The perfectionist is surfacing when it comes to amk / : |
stems. The tenon transition has to be hidden or "it :
looks sloppy". Wood types matching the stem and
pipe colors are used to eliminate this issue. Agioth
specialty is the use of "soup bones!" During at i
her parent’s farm, the dogs chewed up bone caugh
her attention. She took the bone home and drifed it &
about a year. The longer you wait the whiter the
shank bone gets, and you have to get up real tdose
notice that it's not ivory. It looks great!
With such a time consuming process behind every
pipe, it's no surprise that a "Manduela” pipe isypr |
When | visited the store there were beauties on
display costing well over kr. 2,000, - but then you : =
also get a very unique pipe without flaws. Mandueli A C|garette holder made out of briar and amber.
does make pipes at a more modest price too. In Perfect work on the "bims"

Denmark there are limited buyers for this priceelev

so Gent's Shop in Copenhagen Airport and Kohleam@ny distribute the pipes on the big markets.
Due to this, Manduela does not depend on salestherstore in Studiestraede, but she's happy to be
independent. To be able to plan your whole dayautttonsideration to others is a luxury she
appreciates. She does hope that pipe smokersndltlieir way to the store to have a talk and tatheh
wonderful materials and pipes, - and the cigar@gdrette holders she also makes.

2 times "Manduel"

Piber & Tobak wishes Manduela the best of luckyd we hope a lot of pipe smokers visiting
Copenhagen will pay the store in Studiestraedeita Vise wonderful pipes, - and Manduela deserve it!
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Sgren from Sgborg

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 54, November 1991
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Among stores and banks on the main street of Sgborgn alley, you find one of the Danish pipe
makers with great success abroad.

Sgren, - with the last name Refbjerg Rasmussgmpisably the
only professional pipe maker in Denmark withoutojmer"
training. The others have been apprentices at Wa@&en, Poul
Rasmussen (Anne Julie) or others, but Refbjengirsg proof that
anybody can become a pipe maker as long as youthaweterest,
skill and sense for design.

We write 1970. Refbjerg is a home, - where hisdath carving
his own pipes. "l can do that too!" He borrows father’s
basement, buys a lathe, and the pipes are being.rAathe time
only the American market was interesting. It wagelathere" the
money had to come from, so Refbjerg contacted thercan
Embassy and got addresses on just about anybodly@&uvin the
pipe business in "The Promised Land!". About 2%ieejto
Refbjerg's letters, - enough to start an actualypcton.

Soon the basement became too small, and the prodweas
moved to Wergelands Alle. Workers were hired topkep with

the demand for the Danish freehands with the ra tog, - the so-called fancy pipes. This period is
without a doubt the most busy for Danish pipe mska&long with Ngrding, Preben Holm and Karl-
Erik, - Refbjerg was busy flooding the American ketrwith these characteristic pipes, which were
easy to manufacture but still could bear the imgrarstamp "Handmade in Denmark”. Refbjerg's
production was moved to the present location indgglwhere the 200 square meter shop each day
produced 120 pipes for the USA. They even shippeelspon Sundays, and Refbjerg had to go to the
train station with those shipments. The interesCfanish pipes has never been that high ever since!
You had to strike while the iron was hot!

Slowly the American market deteriorated, and
Refbjerg had to look for new markets. As all
other Danish pipe makers he looked towards
Germany, - this is his main market today.
These days Refbjerg works alone making finel@
hand made pipes. As earlier he does not havegl
inventory readily available, and often he has t¢
disappoint pipe smokers dropping by the 7
workshop. Nothing is for sale, it's all reserved g
The workshop has been divided up in differen
work areas. At one end he has a special room

used for drying the briar blocks to prevent theamfrcracking (not too warm). Refbjerg has a lot of
different types of briar: The best Corsican platbaar is priced at around kr. 20,000 per sack haut
also has very large blocks for jumbo-pipes or [@@ads. Besides a band saw, the production area hol
two lathes, one for rough shaping, and one for ngakiems (molded stems are also used). The work
area reflects the time where Refbjerg had sevevdkevs employed,; - there are several work stations
with "bimse" and sanders. As most pipe makers Rejljas to go through the tedious work of
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manufacturing tools for the lathe etc. himself. Piyge making business is too small for anybody to
mass-produce the special tools reqwred
At the other end of the
workshop, - opposite the
drying room, there is anothe
storage room. It holds
Refbjerg's collection of other secicres sman MaND-GARVED N DENMA
materials, - such as: Stems,

bamboo, horn galalith, ambe
and rods for stems. He also
performs repairs for stores ir
the area, and he is the type
who prefers to have
materials on hand if an idea
should emerge, - no waiting
for materials, you have to ge
to it while the inspiration is
there. Refbjerg's strong suit
is his speed, for a modest ;
amount people can purchase a unique hand carvedAdipipes are not perfect. The pipes Wlthout
flaws get a nice orange stain, while the pipes wéhd spots get a darker stain, and the worsgeila
sandblasted finish. All classical models are madegre are no particular favorites. Refbjerg'spipre
not sold in Denmark. "I never needed to look foydrs for my pipes, so off course my sales are
directed towards where the demand is the gredtesttates. Once in a while he does miss bumping int
somebody smoking a pipe with the clear "R" logtihut | can't have it my way every time" he statds.
can always comfort himself with the fact that higgs have been in an American movie, and that John
Wayne owned a "Refbjerg".

% @

To keep up with "what's moving" in the market, SwRefbjerg
attends the Frankfurt fair each year. Here his tageédtto & Kopp,
present all the Danish pipe makers products t@&enans. In this
way Refbjerg hopes to keep up with the trend, &kerything else
the demand for pipe models and finishes changestiove.

JF'REFBIERG RASMIISSEN

,[ EA ,11:3‘77

With an annual production of around 4,000 pipesfeef) is doing pretty well, and hopefully the
pictures show that some of these pipes are veeysjpecimens.
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Danish Pipe Makers with a Worldwide
Reputation

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 55, March 1992
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Piber & Tobak is paying a visit to two of the grea@ames within Danish pipe making, - Bang and
Peter Hedegaard. Both have been mentioned earliethis magazine, but it has been almost 10 years,
and a lot of things have happened since then.

Bang's Pibemageri.

The name "Bang" came from the company's founden&ve
Bang. In January 1970 he began making pipes in tigtbo
with Per Hansen as the working force. Later Ulftsosmeier
joined, and the workshop moved to the presenti@cat
Livjeegergade on @sterbro. In 1984 Svend Bang watoted
retire, and it was a logical move to ask Per andIt! if they
were interested in continuing the business.

A new world emerged for the two men, till then thead
"only" been busy creating the beautiful pipes licliie order.
Earlier they had very limited knowledge of the n&tikg
aspect, but with help from Bang's contacts, thegseded in
expanding the business and their knowledge withertitade.
Prior to taking over the business they only hadaiecentrate
on one thing, - now they were suddenly responddrlareas
like purchasing and correspondence, - tasks thdrytdjive
much thought to earlier.

Last summer Per and "Nolte" could celebrate th@iyear
jubilee as a team, - a feat that might seem clog@apossible

Per Hansen shaping a bowl on the Iz

to most. 40 - 45 hours per week, year in and yaathe two
pipe makers have worked alongside one another.pipe

. makers with joint production make it necessarydweeha clear
« set of rules: Firm work schedules every day anckemeeés off,
- the free time many individual pipe makers takeeniods
are strictly banned at Bang. They don't see edutr atfter
normal work hours. In their private life with wivasd
children they go their separate ways, and thiseaf the
reasons they have been able to continue the jemtuve for
so long. Today they depend on each other. To leetabl
support one another is key to the daily work. Whew ideas
emerge it is a plus to have somebody to discusdetesls
with. Also their different mentalities is a benefiwwhen one

: : “ of them is at a low the other one is there with $upport.

UIf Noltensmeier applying the finishing The pipe making is naturally based on vast rouime
touches experience, and the positive criticism they giveheather is
one of the main reason their pipes are considere® ©f the
best crafted in the business today.
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When you see a collection of Bang pipes, you migbbgnize the individual style favored by each pipe
maker. Per admits that he has moved towards the ol@ssical shapes over the years, - thereby gettin
closer to "Nolte's" trademark. This is mainly dodhe market trends. Both describe a Bang pipe as a
pure classic. Their philosophy is based on the pgirg viewed as three individual parts: Bowl, dhan
and stem. These are joined to complete the forra.bbiwl has its own complete form, and is attached t
the shank. A Bang pipe has very "tight" lines,is #tombined with the significant amount of time Per
and "Nolte" use on the stem work for each pipeltesu a pipe with a perfect balance. They do not
have standard models. There is a common themédqgsroduction, but the focus is on the individual
pipes presentation of itself to meet the high statslrequired to "earn” the S. Bang stamping. TéregB
sandblasting is a chapter of it's own. Per is @rgé of this (on borrowed equipment), and his yeérs
experience show, you rarely see a better finisk. faht that Per knows each plpe and the quallty of
wood used to make it, enables him to perfect thelgdasting :

process and avoid any damage to the wood structudcem.
The preferred result is a flawless pipe with agiedd finish
made from Corsican briar. Filler is banned from the
workshop! All pipes are fitted with a handmade eteostem.
"We make stems for pipes, - not pipes for stem$?auts
it. They do not use Cumberland and artificial ambéoth
agree that it wears too fast. "A Bang pipe remaine a lot
longer when it's fitted with a black ebonite steif8me of
Per and "Nolte's" pipes have very nice silver tadded.
What's unique about the silver work is that eaaidhia
custom made for each individual pipe to make Sueestze
and shape match the pipe. Silver can also be addedn of
a lid, or a ring (maybe on a Bulldog), as longt & true to the
form.

Per and "Nolte" both agree that their perfectionisithe They speak for themsel

reason for their success. No quick compromises wban

damage the name and production later. The scrapgiads about 20%, but it varies quite a bit. As
"Nolte" put's it: "You can select 10 briar blockerh a sack and make 10 perfect pipes. From the next
10 blocks out of the same sack you may only getnslislasted pipes!"

If you want to purchase a Bang pipe you have toquate a bit of money. But by buying a pipe it &asi
took a full day to make, it ensures that the investt will bring you joy for years to come.

Bang pipes are sold in most of Western Europeaaadje number is exported across the Atlantibi¢o t
demanding pipe smokers in America and Canada. imaek you can enjoy the Bang pipes at Remo
Sgrensen in Copenhagen, Marius Mortensen's Btykmbing F., Mogens Thomsen in Odense and at
Pibesmeden in Arhus.

63



Peter Hedegaard.

Peter Hedegaard can be characterized as one dslDpipe
makings "Grand Old Men". Peter began as an apgeeati
W.@. Larsen in 1976, where he worked with names Ji&ss . 4
Geertsen (Ph. Vigen) and Tonni Nielsen. Three yiedées he
opened his own workshop in a basement in Ryesgade o
@sterbro. Not much light or fresh air, but it waseeniently
located just below his apartment. Copenhagen betaone
cramped for Hedegaard, - he wanted to move away fro
Copenhagen, so he found a suitable shop in Helsinga
overlooking Kronborg Castle. The first time he gae shop, §
it had no dividing walls whatsoever. He was askaa much
space he needed, - and coming from an 18 squaez met
basement he went a little overboard. "l need 8@usqu
meters, so put a wall here" he said, - but whetuimeed
around and realized how big the room was, his commo &
sense kicked in, and he ended up with the pregestjBare ST e P
meters. Plenty of room for lathe, "bims" and patish Since  Quality stem work on the lat
he now also had another luxury, - sunlight, he diesttito

raise the floor at one end of the room so he hadw of the shop. An old shop manager’s dream was
fulfilled! Next to the platform Peter made a snwdfice, - his dream of being able to overlook the
production on the "factory floor" had finally cortreie! Peter is definitely not without humor!

At the end of the 80's Peter felt the decliningiiast for pipes. The many anti-smoking campaigne we
taking their toll, and the anxiety was spreadinthiwmi the trade, - it was very noticeable at thengpfair

in Frankfurt. Peter managed to get out of the sluemp the demand for his wonderful pipes is back at
the previous level.

He is no longer working around the clock. His sundings
have been making demands, so the work hours are mor
structured now, and he enjoys being alone in thekstmp.
He can set his own pace, nobody gets annoyed, asti m
importantly he can choose the music: Peter fullyiaks
when to listen to Ellington or Wagner, - two of lgieat

passions.
So how do you recognize a Hedegaard? Peter gabve us
Amazing wor recipe: “Hold the pipe in front of you, - if thev@r line from

the shank to the front of the bowl has a certaivature it's a
Hedegaard"! This was tested and verified by examgimi number of different pipes, and it was obvious.
Peters stem work is also perfect, and the manufagtprocess differs from others. Many hours of
practice have made Peters stems something spesimiwed Peter a Hedegaard purchased in 1983. He
recognized it as one of his, but he pointed ouifrtiprovement with clear examples. The above
mentioned curvature has become more pronouncedharslem opening has been expanded to make it
more "tongue friendly". Another improvement is 8tain, - it is more refined now. If the stem is
removed, you will notice that the edge by the nsertistained like the rest. "You have to find ways
continually improve the quality" Peter explains. idalso working diligently with improvements
concerning balance, such as the ratio between &ogvstem, but also the thickness and the widtheof t
"bite" is important to the pipes performance.
The biggest challenge is still to make a classideholhere are strict requirements for the shagmdfjt
and the requirements concerning symmetry makeligdenge. Peters favorite and trademark is the
Bulldog. More difficult details: The sharp edgestba shank have to extend onto the stem, but there
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also has to be a little curvature on the front laack where the shank meets the bowl. Peter makes it
perfectly!

"New ideas have to come to you by themselvesyaufbegin borrowing from others you are on the
wrong path!" A lot of inspiration comes from sermi$hed pipes, - the pipe is turned and studiesl, th
creativity and sense for shapes spark a few idgmba sketch is drawn. "It is not a problem to tigve
new models; - the problem is to find new materialsicorporate on the pipes". Peter is happy to
acknowledge that the customers deliberately siway &rom ivory these days. As a replacement he is
using shank bone, - and this is accepted. Oncemnila he is using silver, and a lot of buxbom whic
Peter has been fortunate enough to get from anwiskry in Ryesgade.

As most pipe makers Peter has a set of basic shapg
forming a baseline when he's working at the lalbog,
in the end the briars grain determines the final
outcome. "l can make 10 pipes that are exactlyealk
but that's no fun!" he says. Most pipes are made o
the lathe, but some are only made on the "bims".
When making asymmetrical shapes there is no nee
for the lathe. The stems are made from synthetic
amber, Cumberland and black ebonite. From April &
1991 until February 1992 Peter Hedegaard made h
shop and machines available to Ph. Vigen (Jess
Geertsen). Both trained at W.@. Larsen, but totlayr models are quite different. Jess is very gwoitd

the silver work, and Peter is hoping to gain exgere with this from Jess. Peter produces around 350
pipes per year. Most are sold in Europe, but J&palso buying quite a few. To work on 9mm filter
pipes for Germany is no longer a big problem. Naltyit limits the possibilities concerning the sika
design, but over time you get better at overcontiimgobstacle. Many have a hard time understanding
why a pipe should be so expensive, but when theyodd that Peter on some days can discard 10 ®lock
or more, it's no surprise that the price goes up.

Peter is eager to share his knowledge. A while laagkl came by from the AMU-Center (adult
vocational training program), - she wanted to tasm pipe maker. Peter tried to deter her dueeto t
uncertainty in the business, - but she insisted.K&ipt on coming back with her request, - and linal
Peter gave in and offered her 5 weeks training.iShew thriving working for Erik Ngrding!

At the age of 40, Hedegaard has no desire to cheargers. "l don't feel like doing anything elss. A
long as people are interested in my pipes | widgken making them, and | hope that continues far ou

in the future!"

Another fine eample of Peters wo
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LB-Pipes from Kramnitze

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 57, September 1992
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Leo Bgrgart has been mentioned in an earlier isf&ber & Tobak,

- but since he has now become a fulltime pipe cawe have
decided to bring a small portrayal of the "recluse”

Leo began making pipes in 1974. He was at the Pdoestore to
have a pipe repaired. He was given permission toag& to talk to
the repairman, and the chat and demonstratiorfdhatved sparked
Leos interest for the pipe making trade.

He established a small workshop in his house igel&, and all his
friends and colleagues were excited whenever hiel ¢md the time

to make a new pipe. As a result the marketing sidglcame more
organized, and in 1985 Leo Bgrgart was officiallgistered as a pipe
maker. From his new facilities in Solrgd Strandalgs making "pipes &8
for the people”. Already back then Leo had a plojtsy that his &
name as a pipe maker should be established intesditional '
manner: Workshops on the town square in Kgge t @adleries and at" o’ :
consumer fairs. For several seasons Leo has atsoteaching night school classes in plpe carving, -
not only to make a name for himself, but as mamgiopipe carvers he is not afraid to teach othes t
trade.

| the fall of 1990 Leo managed to get the firstrseas contract. As
part of the deal they purchased the right to theeyaso you will
only get "LB"-pipes at the private workshop. Aseault of the new
and increasing interest for his pipes Leo decidedkdicate all his
time to pipe making. He quit his job, sold his hmasd moved to
the southern part of Lolland with his wife Anefldney found a
wonderful farmhouse near Kramnitze, where the lowtgage
allows you to slow things down a bit. One of thasans for
choosing Lolland is the wonderful nature Even tholugo is born
and raised in Copenhagen he really appreciatasattoee. Another
consideration was the pipe smoking neighbors testugh.
German's are willing to pay a good price for a maade pipe.
Sometime in the future they will build a bridgeRemern, and then
it will be easy for the Germans to take a trip t@iinitze to buy a
new pipe or two.

Leo differs from most pipe makers by using thedath
manually; the block is secured in the lathe, batghaping of
the pipe is done manually by using chisels. Nakyithe best
Corsican briar is used, - and when the bowl has ha®ed,
"bimset" and sanded the stain is applied. Theistgispans
from virgin over orange to red and sandblasted wieipg on
sand spots and filler. If any filler need exceedr the pipe
will be sandblasted, - no matter where on the fipespot is.
Leo points out that a sandblasted pipe smokeagusiell as
a smooth "LB"-pipe without flaws.
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The pipes are made from imagination only! The sltagmebe decided by the grain or by an idea for a
new shape. All models are good size in considaratfdhe southern neighbors.

The stems are also handmade. Leo likes to work @itmberland: "It gives character to the pipe, dand i
looks nice". Amber is also used quite often, anotlaer feature is adding wood trim on the shankchs
as buxbom, ebony or lemon wood from Ceylon.

In general Leo's pipes are more fancy th:
most, - but that did not deter me. The
decorations are not exaggerated, and the
compliment the fine craftsmanship quite
nicely. Since it can be difficult to keep up!
with the demand, Leo has succeeded in
getting other pipe makers pipes on disple
In this way the visitors can see what is
developing on the Danish market.
Being a "city slicker" one could fear that
would be problematic to move to the
countryside, but Leo has embraced the
wonderful nature of Lolland. Long walks
on the dikes are a source of inspiration.
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Dieter Gottschling, - Who's That?

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 59, March 1993
Written by: Carlo Waaentze

Photo: Chr. D. Larsen

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Dieter Gottschling, - who's that?

A lot of participants at RM-92 asked that questidren they were
admiring our prize table, - which included a pimmndted by
Dieter Gottschling. So who is it?

Dieter Gottschling is living on the island Leesa@ire of the best
kept houses, in one of the most tidy gardens | lexee seen.
Upon recommendation by Anne Julie my wife and tgam a
visit. His workshop is a small, - but cozy, roomeituilding in the
back. Inside it is so tidy that it is hard to imagit's a pipe makin
shop.

His story is as follows;

Dieter has been a commercial fisherman for 25 yedhe past 14 £
as skipper on his own vessel. lliness forced hinoees and he
developed an interest for pipe making. He workedraapprentice
under Joh's in Frederikshavn, - and Joh's is"k&kkping an eye on
him".

In spite of his illness Dieter has a warmth, husod optimism about him anyone should envy. On
December 1st 1991 he started as an independentnaiber. Due to his health issues and extreme
perfectionism his annual production is limited bwat 200 pipes.

He was showing us a box of discarded pipes. ThaydMoave made wonderful "everyday pipes”, but
since Dieter doesn't use filler, the pipes hadetaliscarded. When you buy a pipe from him he will
show you any flaws, - if he can find them. Yedjattis how hard they are to see.

| "accidently" bought two pipes from him, one pdcat kr. 200 and another priced at kr. 300. In this
price range they do have minor flaws, - but | havenind them yet. He couldn't find them eithelout
they are there he assured me........

The briar determines the shape of the pipe. Hiaobst
- pipe is a "ladies pipe" priced at kr. 150, otheentise
prices range from kr. 200 up to kr. 1,000.

In consideration of the German tourists he alsoeadke
very large "here comes a real pipe smoker" pipgs. M
inherent aversion towards these "chunks" prevemied
from taking a closer look.

Dieter also makes jewelry. Briar blocks not suisiolr
pipe making are sliced and fitted with small ampieces.
My wife liked the composition, but they were aléttoo
big for her liking.

Go to Leesg and pay him a visit, - he is a very wamnoh friendly man to talk to, but do it before hredé
out how good his pipes are, - he might raise tieepr

Anne Julie, - she's still going strong. She hagygtoject going at the harbor in Vesterg. She psemh
me, - almost, that she would take up pipe makiragregoon, and carve new exciting models. She has
been so busy with the business and painting tlea¢ thas been no time left for pipe making.
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A Pipe Maker from Karise

Piber & Tobak, Isue # 59, March 1993
Written by: Christian D. Larsen

Photo: Christian D. Larsen

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Last summer | travelled to Lolland to write an @diabout Leo
Bgrgart. "I had invited one of my good friends Jaansen”, Leo
said. Jagrn Larsen turned out to be a very nice ruachhe also
knew how to make pipes. Great was my surprise Wheger found
out that Jgrn Larsen had been making pipes fairaglifor several
years! | thought | knew of all the Danish pipe makso it was a
surprise that this professional pipe maker hagstithrough the
cracks. | had to find out more, so in January tdgkgrn Larsen a
visit.

Jarn Larsen's interest for pipes began when hiedtamoking a
pipe at age 15. Him and a friend turned into dadatpipe
smokers, - but it irritated Jarn that the friendas had some very &
pretty pipes. Jarn wanted to make one of thoséygogies himself, 2=
so he got a hold of some "hobby blocks" with tlesrsattached. He
lost interest, - he even quit smoking, but it aline back one day he
was helping his mother clean. A "hobby block" appdaand his
interest and energy came right back!

Il

Stem wor

Since 1987 pipe making has no longer been a hobbgibg
happiness to friends, family and himself,- nowat'way of
living. Before then Jgrn had completed an educai®a
machinist, and he already had a general idea dbeut
direction he wanted to take during his apprentigeso he
built a lathe. The lathe is one of the most impatrtaols for a
pipe maker. Since Jgrn's home isn't far from Emil dess
- Chonowitsch, it is obvious that there has beert aflo
communication between them and the pipe maker nms&a
Jarn has gained a lot of knowledge about pipe ngakind
* especially the cooperation with Jess has beeriuttitr both
of them.
A modern workshop, - and storage for briar, ha established at ,
the lovely home. | was surprised to see the marghinas he had |
managed to fit into the workshop: Three lathesesa\drill presses, i
sanders and polishers, - but no band saw! Eacé iatlised for
different processes when making the bowl: One lathised for
drilling the draught hole and mortise, the secandsed to drill the
chamber, and the third is used to shape the bdeid idhas been
through a rough milling process. The rough millisgerformed in e ;
a small enclosure at a corner of the shop; - itigla "messy"”. The Very nice Bulldog's
machine is homemade, and it totally eliminatesnixed for a band
saw to pre-shape the briar block, - and it takes oha lot of the work you would normally do oreth
"bims". The pipe still needs to go through addiéibsteps on lathe, "bims", polisher and several
applications of stain before it is finished. Thenpanachines make it a lot easier to make pipes, but

"~ Shank wor
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naturally the individuality is important. The shagfehe bowl is changed if major flaws appear ia th
briar; - making sure the proportions between bawd shank remain correct.
The bowls are fitted with either molded or custosdiztems -
made from rods. The customized stems also deviate f
what other pipe makers normally do. Again he hagexial
machine; - among other things it can make a sastdla that
is 100% symmetric. It could be done by hand, -time is
money! The continued work with the stems show 3arn’
attention to detail: A lot of sanding, beautifuiastjht edges
and a tenon with a perfect fit!
Jarn Larsen is a perfectionist. He is using afoinee on the
stem work, but also the bowl and shank demand af lot
attention. Flaws are carefully filled and the shankled to
make sure the stem fits perfectly. Finally the terso
polished, - something most pipe makers forget. Glezall
impression is that you get a fine product. | stddigny of
the finished pipes, and spent quite some time rapfor
flaws. Jarn's philosophy is that the customer bdsetable to
see the flaws when the pipe is new. It is betterfidws
"disappear"” as the pipe ages and takes color. &mad for
certain models, - and the price they fetch on theket,
sometimes forces him to compromise to get a coineti
product.
His models are mainly classics, - Lovat, Canadrat, Jgrn also makes his own models with a more
"free” form. | had called the pipe maker in advataask if he could make a couple of Bulldogs.t{s
favorite shape, but | have also learned from opiiyge makers that it is one of the more difficulapbs
to make. The finished pipes clearly show that kaows how to use the lathe. Most pipes are fiteth wi
black stems, but Cumberland and artificial ambeiss used.
The finished pipe is either sandblasted, or lefbsth, - and the
colors range from dark brown to light orange. Sqnpes are
decorated with cast silver bands or buxbom, butide®ration
has to be discreet. He does not like to add to mpop" to the
pipes to make them "exciting". Jarn describes egas
"solid". His straight models tend to be Cognac-gluiapith a
very straight shank.
s That Jgrn is fairly unknown in Denmark is becaussnof his
: b E pipes are sold in Germany and Switzerland.

L e— : “I'm better known in Hamburg than Karise!" he statdarn
Drilling of the mortist agrees that German customers are more willingydhpaprice
for a hand made pipe. He sometimes misses theatdaotthe pipe smokers and he would welcome
more socializing between the Danish pipe makers.
With the workload it is difficult to find time farenewal. When he finally takes a break he enjoygoto
fishing, and the surrounding nature is a sourcergpiration. One of his models is named "The Swan"
and sometimes he can ponder over the shape ostnahean egg or a rock. His biggest wish is to enak
a pipe based on a snail shell, but the shank imgasproblem.
If Jarn stays busy he can reach an annual produefiapproximately 400 pipes. He considers himself
craftsman, and he enjoys showing a product heisfied with. Judging from the demand from the
south, a lot of people share that sentiment. | vopget to see Jgrn Larsen's pipes in the Danish
tobacconist stores the price tags on his pipetaafeom scary!
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Joh's and Johannes

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 61, September 1993
Written by: Chr. D. Larsen

Photo: Chr. D. Larsen

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Piber & Tobak has been in Vendsyssel to visit tiiggopmakers Mogens Johansen (Joh's) and
Johannes Hoffmann Jepsen

Joh's

Mogens Johansen is a self-taught pipe maker. $tatted
10 years ago when he made the first pipes fromviie
known "hobby blocks". He barely finished the flpa;pe
developed from there. More became mterested irsJoh

when a friend came to visit: "I'll take that", -

pipes, and in 1985 his father in law invested im&hmotor
from a furnace to aid production, - it began mowiugckly.
A dream of having a combined workshop and store was
realized in 1985 - 1987. Joh's store in the caviter
Frederikshavn became one of the most frequentesl. Th

rumor spread like wildfire, and at one point he hadlose f =
the shop. "You can't make a living by drinking eff Joh'sis proudly showmg us BU|Id|ng A and
eating Danish pastries and talking to customerdagfl "Building B"
long!" The first "customers" were already waitingiwa
bag of Danish pastries at 9AM when the store opesredi Joh's is not the type to chase people away, s
he didn't finish many pipes.
In 1987 the pipe maker and his family moved to Geeabout 5 miles west of Frederikshavn, and he
established a workshop next to the home. He iswtbhbut humor, - the area is divided up in two atea
"Building A" and "Building B". Building B is wherall the machines are located, - lathe, band saw and
polishers. Building A is a small area where thet@oners and other interested people can talk about
pipes, - and smoke a sample of tobacco, while gtgdyipes and tobacco tin lids. Like some otheepip
smokers Jo coIIector of lids from old timatins, and it has turned into quite a nice ctikba.
~ In 1985 Joh's biggest wish was to travel to Copgaehdo meet some of the
big names in Danish pipe making. The wish becameality, - and Peter
Hedegaard has been supporting Joh's with praetibase when needed over
the past few years. Joh's is more than willinggxh others: "l can teach
anybody to make a pipe. The problems arise whenwok alone and the
creativity has to be used!" Joh's wasn't trainedtybody, so he does not
have any preconception about how a finished pipelshook.
When making a new pipe he already has a generlofiehat the pipe
should look like when he first studies the briavdid, and the shape is
® outlined with a pencil. At this stage the firstdirblocks are getting
b I scrapped. The work continues on the band saw, &ttlébims"., and then
Joh's collection of lic it's time for the sander. Joh's still lacks expseein this technique: "I'm
afraid to go lower than grit 150". This is Peterdidgaard's influence, - earlier
he didn't use a sander, - it was all done by h@hd.pipes are still getting a final sanding by hbetbre
the stain is applied. The Bulldog is Joh's favosti@pe: "You almost have a love/hate relationship t
this model, it has its predefined characteristicg,you can still experiment with the shank/bowiiaca
edges and stem." Most stems are hand made, aschbéset on one type of material, they come in
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black ebonite, amber and Cumberland. Joh's hagd vi
imagination when it comes to the shapes. The stambe 3-
sided or oval, and he uses silver, buxbom andvrood for
decoration, - as long as it all forms a unity.

Joh's is meticulous when it comes to the shape gtain is
secondary. The pipe has to feel right in your hanbe lip is
another area he puts a lot of effort into. The Kss pipes get
an orange stain, - this color enhances the grahrenit
comes to pricing Joh's has a philosophy of his déenwould
rather sell a pipe a little cheaper than haviranithe display
for a long time, - without any buyers. Joh's pipes

Johannes Hoffmann
A good example of Joh's sincerity is Johannes Haxffmfrom Ravnshgij, - like Gaerum, a small town
outside Frederikshavn. Besides being a pipe maKerdhteacher at the local high school. He's a
farmhand as well, - and then he's a keen golféa(@licap). In 1985 Johannes owned a couple of pipes
- he only smoked on rare occasions. For Christrisawife gave him a couple of the "hobby blocks", -
Johannes had never expressed any desire to cpipe,dut his better half always had a flair for
keeping him busy. The work began on Christmas Dene
of the blocks was secured to the dining table @&itlamp,
and he went at it with a file. At one point assis@was
required, and Johannes found his way to Joh's. NMuareby
blocks" found their way to Ravnshgj, and the teankwo
between the two pipe makers has developed oveetrs.
Johannes doesn't have all the machines requirelhle®is
taking care of drilling the chamber, draught hald a
mortise. Prior to this, Johannes has decided dvapes and
Johannes' "Pip-Line" the rest of the work is performed back in Ravnstimgre he
has a small workshop in a backroom. The workshop is
equipped with "bims" and polisher, but all sandsdone by hand. He is completely on his own, and
he's got a trick or two up his sleeve. One is thatiment of the draught hole. Experience showshisat
process makes a Hoffmann-pipe a lot easier to bredkven though the two pipe makers can spend
many hours in each others company their shapesaors
are very different. Hoffmann prefers the classiicads with a
tulip-shaped bowl. In addition he thinks his Pigad.model
is very nice. Johannes is a true royalist, andadve QQueen
Margrethe Il a special version of the Pipe-Lineepipr her
50th birthday. The bowl was red, and the stem wadenout
of white artificial amber.
When so much of the work is done manually it tekésng
time to finish a pipe. He normally works on 6 -ipgs at one
time. If he get's stuck he will move to anotherepgmd return
tO the prOblem Iater. I\/IOSt timeS the pr0b|em SOIMf jUS'[ Another examp|e of Johannes Capab”
by waiting. As with other pipe makers the mood facior:
"Some days nothing works. Then | find something étsdo, - | have to do something!" Johannes likes
to make pipes to customer’s specifications: "l @red talk to the customer first, - appearance and
profession means something." Quite a few briarkdagere sacrificed before an order to Cologne was
finally completed, but now the pipe is displayedtib@ mantle in the German home. The choice of color
is mainly orange, but the red stain is one of Jobariavorites. He prefers to leave the pipe with a
natural look, but this is only possible when thevbis flawless.
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The stems used are mainly molded, but ebonite sheenalso
made. All work is done by hand: "I work very syswimon '
the tenon; the stem is turned continuously to nzake the fit
is perfect.” Special files and skills have made himexpert in
this area. He also uses Buffalo horn for the st€dpgosed to
Danish cow horns these are more solid. He oncelaske of
the local farmers if he couldn't get him some casnis from
the slaughterhouse, and one day he received alldd gaum
filled with cow horns. They had to be boiled beftirey could
be used, - this was done in the kitchen: "Not tlostpleasant
experience!" Johannes recalls. He mainly uses l@dadk
Cumberland, - a good match for the light stainedlbo
Johannes also got a hold of Cretan buxbom; its kghter in
color than the Danish.

Joh's-pipes

How do you reach the customers?

To make his name known Johannes participates isutoer fairs, and he is also present at competition
smoking events. During the summer he has a wolkaagh at "Skivern Strand” or in "Faarup
Sommerland", - in both places you meet a lot ofn@er tourists. In March Johannes also displayed his
pipes at the DM in competition smoking.

Joh's is also making an effort to reach the pipekars. His pipes were also displayed at the DM dout
a daily basis his pipes are sold by a jewelry stoi®altum. Every other Saturday he has a boatheat
local market, and he encounters many amusing egss@he of the usual questions asked is: "Which
kind of wood do you use for pipes?" Joh's has algamse of humor, - so one day he answered: "Pipe
wood!" The customer seemed satisfied with the repiyd he left the booth with a new pipe. Joh& ha
quite a few repeat customers from Germany; - tloegecback to the shop in Geaerum at regular intervals,
so it's not a problem to find buyers for the anmraduction. Joh's is inspired by the great Dapigle
makers: " | only get better by making more piped,llxan't make a living from the pipes and my good
sense of humor alone!" He states. He has a pagtjtinin addition to the pipe making.

N Joh's and Johannes common interest has develdpea in
friendship. Each year they exchange Christmas ptese
They "Swap" two pipes: A beautiful pipe and a Hagi

pipe. They also buy the briar blocks together, tued
sorting/dividing is quite entertaining. Hoffmannla®king
forward to the government passing a law makingésible

to take a leave of absence; he will probably takeaatage

of the opportunity and increase his present annual
production of 52 pipes.

Lastly a story about how to promote yourself;

In 1985 they were having a fair in Aalborg. They @t
Frederikshavn had a booth at the fair, and sined’time
Minister Poul Schliiter was opening the fair, Jela\w a chance for a happening. He gave Poul Schluter
a beautiful pipe "The Saving Pipe of the Year".lBohamber and draught hole were missing, and he
explained to the Prime Minister that he could séredpipe to him to be drilled when the Danish
Government had eliminated the balance-of-paymegfisit] - at that time the Danish pipe smokers
would be able to afford tobacco for their pipesiag@he happening got quite a bit of attentionha t
media. He never received the pipe to be drilledigig - even though the deficit was eliminated bylPo
Schliter's Government in recent years.

Joh's-pipes
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Benni - The Pipe Maker from W. Q. Larsen!

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 62, December 1993
Written by: Chr. D. Larsen

Photo: Chr. D. Larsen

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

It's a Saturday in early October, EgEi
and I'm travelling through the
pretty scenery of southern
Zealand to pay a visit to one of &
Denmark’'s most anonymous pipgs
makers, - Benni Jgrgensen. Sind&s
1987 he has been associated wig
one of Denmark's largest pipe
and tobacco stores, \@. Larsen |
on Amagertorv in Copenhagen. §
Benni Jgrgensen has settled  §
down in an old farmhouse near Hovmarken 2. A wonderful view of Benni's h
Jungshoved, southeast of Praest.,
with his wife and two boys. It's a tranquil plagered painted timber framed home with a thatch roof
and a view of the ocean. This jewel, - which carkenany romantic envious, has been fully restoretl an
modernized. The pipe workshop is located in onta@foutbuildings, but Benni and his wife Jette are
planning to move it to the main house to get moor, but also because they are planning on
convertlng the third outbundlng |nto the main tig area. This is where you have the most beautiful

.| view of the ocean and the landscape.
Benni Jgrgensen became a registered pipe makanuady 1986.
Earlier he made pipes for friends and family aslally, but when a
bad back made his job as a joiner difficult he dedito take the
leap into the unknown. He was introduced to pip&intaby
coincidence a while back: One day, his pipe smokiogs had
brought one of the well-known briar blocks withattached stem
to work. Benni got hooked on the idea, and theyeradmall shop
at the boss' home where they worked on those "hbldmk" pipes
all winter. They got the blocks from another lopgle maker who
later arranged a showing at &. Larsen. When Benni became
registered he began selling his pipes through #ren@n agent
Kohlhase. "In the beginning | "stole" ideas andps&safrom other
pipe makers - it wasn't until | was employed by@V Larsen | had
to learn how to make a pipe". Benni is referringhe special W.
@. style; - he had to adjust his shapes and madeisnform to
this new standard.

Benni working at the sande

The cooperation with W&. Larsen

At the beginning there were a lot of discussiortsvben Benni and WJ. Larsen concerning shapes and
models. At W@. Larsen they were always willing to give Bennnstyuctive criticism, - a criticism
Benni is grateful for today: "As a pipe maker yavé a tendency to think you are making the best of
the best, - self-criticism doesn't come until yaingsome experience". Today Benni is his own master
He decides singlehanded what is made, - but itvaéle& of his mind he still considers if it would nhee
the approval of W. Larsen. The cooperation with the /. Larsen dynasty on Amagertorv requires
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that all sales have to go through them. He's s
allowed to sell pipes at home "out the back
door", but all sales to agents and stores have
go through W@. Larsen. Due to this, Benni h
to say "No thanks" to a lot of German
customers, but he is quite happy with the
arrangement. It is a great advantage to know
that you have a buyer for the finished pipes, a_4 ;
at the pace the pipes are leaving the store in §# ,-
Copenhagen Benni is staying quite busy. You ;)!\%
have to consider that 90% of the ¥ Larsen Ex e ’E; £
sales are exported, and we are talking high  after a trip to the lathe the pipe is worked on thians": Are
volume! In addition you have to consider that the lines holding?

many German customers expect to get a 6-

month line of credit! Nobody in their right mind widl prefer this over cash!

When it comes to WJ. - pipes there are two categories;

The so-called catalog pipes are photographed,tardthe customers can order the pipes based on the
pictures in the catalog. Naturally the pipes thexgeive are not exact copies of the photo; - we are
talking about a hand made product. Benni is mattieg in cooperation with his wife; - she has been
part of the production for the past three yeargsehare the grades named "Select”, "Two Tone"fand t
sandblasted in the stores.

The other category of pipes, are the pipes crdzdedd on the briar blocks grain, - his so-callexbFr
hands. In this category Benni is his own mastéryeu look past the occasional special order. At a
German fair, a customer had seen a pipe he wasgated about, so Benni had to "recreate” the shape
as best as he could. During the first years a®WLarsen Benni only made pipes in this category.

Making the pipe
When Benni starts working on a new block of briaishrying to detect the most favorable grain/shape
for that particular block. Each step is carried with extreme accuracy to get the very best froen th
Corsican briar. Classical models are preferredit flaws can result in changes during the process.
Changes are easier to apply to bent models. Tteeipighaped on the "bims", - no lathe is usedafil ¢
optimize the shape/grain when
working on the "bims", this is not
possible on the lathe!" Benni
says. When the rough shape is
outlined the next step is the
sander. Where other pipe makers
spent a lot of time at the "bims" -
“ Benni deviates by moving to the
A W.@. Larsel "Select" made by Ben| sander early in the process. Due
to this, the finished pipes have
softer curves and less sharp transitions betweet dxad shank. Benni is viewing this as an advantage
flaws appearing during the process can resultymmedels. In addition he has experienced that a
sanded pipe takes a different color compared toraset” pipe. When the base stain is removed the
differences appear, and Benni clearly prefers¢isalt from the sanding. The finished pipe sometimes
changes shape several times. Benni is stubbormiarstrap percentages are low: "I'll fight theviéa
until they are gone!" he says. Off course the rhogteless block with cracks are lost causes. With th
tedious process it is no wonder that the priceshréa 5,000 - 6,000. When a new batch of Straight
Grain pipes is delivered, Benni, Mr. Ole W&. and Mrs. Inge sit down in the office.
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Each of them get a deck of cards (no picture caedg) the pipes are displayed on the table. Now the
pipes are graded by each of them from 1 - 10,beifg the best, and they actually get fairly cliuse

one another in the grading.

The catalog pipes are first machined on the latiex "bims" and finally the sander. The base stain
removed by hand. These pipes are fitted with moklemhs, - but no two pipes are exactly alike. This
gives a better variety when the customers havelezsa new "W@." for their collection!

The models are WA. Larsen's, but by now Benni actually consideesrtihis own. There are two basic
shapes: Straight and bent, - and variations aigelihby the chamber/draught hole. Like most of the
Danish pipe production the choice of colors is vagservative. It benefits nobody to make a pip¢ th
more than likely won't sell. At the moment expenntgeare made concerning a so-called "Super-pipe", -
a rather dark color which is not too popular whk Danish customers, but it is a very popular atroa
Today the bright orange colors dominate Benni'eqipnd both WJ. Larsen and he are pleased with
that!

At the store they make an
effort out of telling customers
not to remove the stem from
a warm pipe. It will result in
a poor fit, and worst case the
shank can crack. To make
sure the pipe smoker can ust
a pipe cleaner in the bent
pipes without removing the
stem, Benni uses a special
drilling for the draught hole.
On the bent pipes the draugr
hole is placed close to the top
of the shank, - meaning the  geautiful Free-hands! You almost have to belieeegitain is painted on, - but it's
pipe cleaner will find its way not!

to the bottom of the mortise.

To guide the pipe cleaner into the draught holmallsgroove is milled from the bottom of the moetis
into the draught hole. It requires skill, - buisita demand from WZ. Larsen on bent models. On the
real Fancy-pipes, exported to mainly American aquhd, this is not possible. Benni always makes sure
the mortise is colored like the rest of the pipé&aks better and it reduces any expansion from
smoking.

The hand made stems are made from ebonite andiattfmber. The amber is used quite a bit: "H is
nice material to work with" Benni says. Concernihg difficulty of making handmade stems; Benni
thinks that most pipe makers go wrong when drillivigening the bore at the lip area. For the bore he
use one drill bit, and for widening the bore atlihearea another. He is using a very thin bit, hads
slowly moving it back and forth milling the areatt® correct shape. When the stem has been heated
and is ready for bending, he is inserting a smalbavblock at the lip, and a pipe cleaner in theslior
make sure the bore doesn't collapse during bentdisigg molded stems is a necessity for pipe makers,
and Benni does not feel bad about it, the stemsgggdbdrom France nowadays are of good quality.
Depending on the quality, the pipes are fitted wahous fittings: Silver rings or plates (also emged),
buxbom, ebony, amber, Brazilian rosewood or theigpeocobolo wood in an array of brown, yellow
and white colors.

A new addition at WJ. Larsen is the sandblasted pipes. They lookdiken-shell, but they have a
darker base stain. Benni is keeping the procelsriself; - it took a long time to find the rightloo
combination. The new pipe is selling like hotcakesn though pipe smokers tend to be cautious when
new items are introduced. The price is a littlehieigthan the price for a regular black sandblagipee

76



since the process is more time consuming. If ther@pplication fails the first time, the pipe need
another sandblasting.

Past and present

When Benni is looking back at his development pgpa maker, he thinks that the very first models
were quite horrible. "The transitions from shanktavl were quite clumsy!" as he put's it. Todaysthe
details are considered carefully along with theepiproportions, bore and stain. He also knows a lot
more about what the world expects fror-
a pipe; - in America they want a pipe
that makes a clear statement, - in Japa
they prefer small and elegant pipes.
Benni is quite conscious about his
private life. Even though Jette is
involved in the pipe making, they both
strive towards keeping it a regular 8-
hour job with the weekends off. But
when the demand soars they both work longer hdinsy live a very anonymous life in the southern
part of Zealand. In a single phonebook you can Bedni listed under his profession, - he doesallye
need to advertise. As he put's it: "If | was abath selling my pipes stamped "Benni Jgrgenserd', an
W. @. Larsen was next to me selling my pipes stampad@. Larsen" | have no doubt who would sell
the most pipes!"” Benni is quite comfortable witk .. Larsen arrangement; - it brings him more
than food on the table. I'm also quite comfortatédking to Amagertorv to buy a new "Vi@d." pipe.

An example of the new sandblasted

Following the visit at Jungshoved | have the deepespect for this wonderful craft!
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Eltang - The Pipe Mekka in Tarbaek

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 67, March 1995
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Tom Eltang has taken a new initiative and openeavarkshop and store on Tarbaek Strandvej 89 in
Klampenborg, - Piber & Tobak has paid him a visit

In spite of his modest L S

age Tom Eltang is one
of pipe makings "Grand
Old Men": - At the age
of 16 he began his
apprenticeship at Anne
Julie. Back then, - in
1974, she had her
workshop on Vester
Voldgade in
Copenhagen. It wasn't ¢
spontaneous act that le
Tom in the direction of
becoming a
professional pipe
maker; - he had already
been playing with the
idea several years.
When his friends were playing with Tekno-cars anéin-trains he would be at the tobacconist store
with his nose pressed up against the window lookiriye pipes. Pipe magazines were studied, and his
interest for the trade kept on growing. The fivgbtdays at Anne Julie were spent on repairs -raigill
stems! Training was at a minimum, - it was "leagniny doing”, so at the end of the day Tom would fil
his pockets with all the failed attempts, it was &anbarrassing to let the others find out.

Three years later Tom went over to Kattesundet e/Rée-Dan wanted to open a pipe workshop. The
famous hatch between the store and workshop wasedpand the following three years countless pipes
made their way from the store to Tom, who made thee
necessary repairs were performed. Besides repairing
pipes, there was also time to make pipes, andwieey

sold in the store. The pipes were stamped with
consecutive numbers, and with an average produofion
one pipe per day the amount of pipes produced gtnis
three years at Pibe-Dan were limited. The timeilag-P

Dan was very enjoyable: The pleasant times drinking
morning coffee with the rest of the employeeschiding the shop manager Mogens Henriksen, atte stil
quite clear in his memory. But Tom became restléhs! first ambition concerning pipe making had
been fulfilled: Tom Eltang had become a recognizahe in the pipe making business in Denmark and
abroad. He decided to become a sailor, and foaahgwas crisscrossing the Danish waters aboard a
small coaster. In 1981 he returned to Tarbaek, abek Pledegaard helped him make contact to
Oldenkott, - a large German agent and pipe factmg,the doors to the world were open. In the
meantime the workshop had been moved to Vedbaeki$Btaej, and Tom would stay here for 12 years.

Tom's favorite place- behind the counter, posing with the longest pipthée world...

Three wonderful Eltanc

78



Working with Stanwell

One day Tom had a visit by Poul Stanwell, Lilleluarttl
Dehli from the Borup factory. Over coffee and dartisey
were discussing pipe making and models, and wheen th
gentlemen from mid Zealand were getting ready davde
Tom said: “Leave this pipe with me, and I'll shosuywhat |
can do with it!" That became the beginning of atiehship
that has continued until today. Tom applied higrabiristic
stain to the pipe; - in Stanwell's program it ifezh"Golden
Contrast". As a result, Tom is now receiving semished
pipes from Stanwell, - and then he sits in his beglzhair at
home and applies the final finish and the charétter2-
component stain to the pipes. In 1981-82 Tom weargacalled demonstration tours for Stanwell. Tom
would visit stores in Germany and Switzerland, badvould finish pipes at a working booth. For
transportation he had purchased an old Morris Mamat fully restored it with red leather seats ahd a
the trimmings! These trips lasted most of the winté was backbreaking work, not much time foe th
comforts of home. One day Tom called his wife Pia answer. This continued for a couple of days,
and when he finally reached her he got the explamatie had become a dad for the second time - and
this ended the tours in Germany and Switzerlané.r€kationship with Stanwell concerning the

"Golden Contrast” continues, and in addition Tosoalreates new models for Stanwell's large program,
- year pipes and regular pipes. It was a greatrexpee for Tom to be present at the World
Championship in Pipe Smoking in October; - oneisfdneations was used at the event. The model is
No. 190 in the Stanwell program, and it is selliuite well.

Finishing and stem work is completed at the
homemade oak table

Pipe making
The hand made pipes are made the usual way, +idrebbbcks grain determines the shape. Tom is
using templates, but the ideas are evolving asdr&sithe briar. His philosophy is that a pipe iplece
of wood with a rubber stem attached", so most efgipes are not equipped with "all the trimmings".
On occa5|on a silver or brass band is fitted, bistthe shape, the proportions between bowl, shank
, stem and the grain that completes a perfect pipm'S specialty is
fitting oval silver plates flush with the surfaceso in reality all
pipes could be fitted with a silver plate. The 2apmnent stain is
used on 99% of the pipes. The color compositioesiback to his
+ time at Anne Julie, and it is his trademark. &pplied in five
| steps, - a slow process where sanding is requettdden each
step. The pipes are fitted with a black stem. @nftbnt page of an
old issue of the German "Pipe Club" magazine aangiBulldog
fitted with a dark amber stem is shown, - but that rarity. The
biggest challenge is the classical Billiard, butsinaf Tom's pipes
are quarter-bent to get the most out of the grée. shape of the
bowl can be a bit untraditional, but the classliceds are
maintained. Stanwell's no. 137, - a Dublin credtgdom is a
good example of this. One of Tom's strong suitgssability to
One lathe for stem work, one for briar Make pipes based on customer wishes. | have teodd made
and one for decoration! from a "customer sketch", and they both fully meqtectations
concerning measurements and proportions. DuringigityTom
just finished a Pot made from a sketch, - a baaytiece of workmanship. Stanwell is always taking
advantage of this special skill, - it is here inldak their masters for future molds are made.
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The store

Tom is a very outgoing person, and he always waatsdre
where he could meet the customers. Exchanging iexpeis
and ideas with people who share the same hobbpassion
is a must!

For years Tom has been looking for a suitable lonatres, -
when Pibe-Dan closed he was offered to take owestitre
and the complete inventory, but with two littlelgiat home,
and a wife who had absolutely no interest in talpag in the
daily operation the idea was doomed from the begmn Tom working at the "bim

Instead Tom stayed in Vedbaek and kept an eye oanfather

opportunity. He was busy collecting antiques: Lgmges, cabinets, signs and tobacco jars, - anything
that could be used to decorate the store whenallyi materialized. As an example the old cashstegi
had been decorating their living room for 12 yeags)ong wait, but Eltang has the patience requiie
November Tarbeek's Pipe Mekka opened, - and théidnda perfect: 2 minutes walk from the home,
and it holds the store and the workshop as wek. Stbre has a lot of atmosphere, and all the items
mentioned earlier are now displayed perfectly. Besihis own pipes, the store carries a large sahect
of Stanwell's in very nice grades. The workshopnis of the most cozy | have ever seen. Lathes, band
saw and "bims" have been placed in a very effiaanner, - everything has its place. You have to
make sure you don't scare the customers away,day 1it's the first time they see a pipe workshop.
Tom bought all materials Pibe-Dan had for pipe msp&tems in all shapes and materials, bushings,
bands, and pretty much anything else you might teeelpair a pipe. Tom can repair almost any pipe,
and the price is very reasonable.

As a consequence of the closing of Pibe-Dan aflpipe
makers left the trade. Tom has often mentionetémther
i pipe makers that they should join forces and opsto@
where they could take turns minding the store. Tdwyd
make people aware that the pipe makers again witesdy -
just like in the past when people were travelliog t
Kattesundet to admire the Danish pipe maker’s warkship.
Tom is willing to let other pipe makers displayith@pes in
A classical Pot and a nice quarter B his store, and he is always helpful if a young pipsker is
coming by with a problem: "I'm not going to be tieason they have to use 3 months to solve the
problem. It's about teaching others so the tradesoavive for a long time!" A philosophy he shares
with people like Peter Hedegaard and Sixten Ivarsso
Tom's big dream is to run a successful businesglace people travel to from all parts of Zealand.
With a glint in his eye he says: "Yes, one summeolld like to be able to put a sign in the window
stating: "Closed due to Prosperity", - and themlsivn at the marina enjoying my retirement while
drinking a cold beer!"

Piber & Tobak wishes Tom the best of luck with thpe Mekka.............
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A New Pipe Maker

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 67, March 1995
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

It is no longer common for new names to join the”
pipe making trade; -actually it is more common : s
that established pipe makers look for opportuniti &4
elsewhere, so it is a pleasure to be able to
announce that a new pipe maker has taken the |
into the unknown to make pipes to us pipe
smokers. :
Korsgr is a well-known ferry town, - but now theyg
also have one of the highly skilled Danish pipe
makers in town: Vagn Nielsen completed his 3
apprenticeship in the spring, so now he can addf
"Pipe Maker" to his business card.
In reality Vagn is a professional within the
construction business - for several years he worke
on foundations. He did a lot of travelling in Time for stem work
Denmark, and even abroad. In his free time he mgues as a hobby, and he either sold them or gave
them as gifts to friends and colleagues. The istdoe pipe making came by coincidence: One day
Vagn saw a briar block at a store in Korsgr, - cletety raw, and since he was a pipe smoker he
thought: "I can figure out how to make a pipe!" Quidis friends saw the finished pipe, - he wagver
excited, and he bought it immediately. It was midm scratch, - no "hobby block” with a pre-install
stem. The stem was purchased from P. E. Hermanisstibthe main supplier of briar block to most
Danish pipe makers. Vagn continued to make pipestaxbby for the next 10 years, but when he was
granted early retirement due to a work relateddsedi he could devote all his time to the pipe mgkin
- Vagn is known to strive for the very best resulind it
seemed natural that he became an apprentice of
® Manduela Riger-Kusk at her workshop in Copenhagen.
Through her he was introduced to a whole new world,
and contacts and friendships were made with many of
the Danish pipe makers. During his apprenticeship h
visited Danish pipe making's "Grand Old Man", Sixte
Ivarsson, several times, - as Manduela he hatbi s
in Copenhagen. It was Sixten Ivarsson who one day
encouraged Vagn Nielsen to begin making stems from
~ rod's. When you work with another pipe maker every
day, it is easy to begin "borrowing" from each othe
but from the very first day Vagn decided to crdate
own line: Softer lines are mixed with the more
pronounced features seen on Bulldogs and facetted
The small belt sander is used for the stem pipes. Vagn feels it creates a nice effect, anddiets
out that it's very important to have a clear traosi
between the bowl and the shank. | studied sevéNhgn's pipes during my visit, and | have to admit
that the beautiful symmetrical shapes on the boaétnthe requirements needed to qualify as a classic
Vagn also created his own version of a Bulldogliffers from other pipe maker's versions by firsirty
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cut at the upper part of the bowl, and then hatvgrings fitted. "l could copy the other Bulldogsit

| have to believe in what | make, - that's the morportant!”. Next he will be adding inlayed silver
bands on the square shank, - the soldering iroth&as acquired, - it was a Christmas present from
Manduela. A special model Vagn has created is ad@mxshaped classic with the bowl tilted slightly
forward. It is made with either round or angulaaski These pipes are some of the most difficult to
make: The bowl has to be perfectly symmetricatredlway around, and the grain has to be horizaaotal
get the Birds Eye effect. The stain he uses isyhieal light orange and bright red colors; he Ksitthis

is what suits the pipes best. He mainly uses sif\eeband is applied, it's traditional, but théswhat
enhances a pipes appearance best. If other matareatonsidered, it will be: Laburnum, bone, fmrn
olive wood. The olive wood is brought back duriragations in southern Europe. "l deliberately don't
use Buxbom, - it has become too common, and Ithatlolive wood has better features." He's not
afraid to improvise, - at present he is playingwtite idea of using a wing bone he got from a dead
swan, it may end up as a band on a pipe fitted avithilitary mount. The material is hollow, but &rc

be filled, and that would be something new!

The pipe workshop is placed in a little 8
shed next to his cozy home at the :
outskirts of Korsgr. The 10 square
meter shed has been fully insulated, a
it is equipped with everything needed &
to make hand carved pipes: Two lathef#
(one for bowls and one for stems),
"Bims", belt sander, band saw,
polishers and a spotless workbench :
where each tool has it's place, - | was &
all excited! From my previous visits at
other pipe makers, | have experiencec
that cleaning and organizing happens§
about once every month, but Vagn Two Bent and a Bulog
prefers order. The machines have beei:

purchased over the years, and Vagn has refurbisiead himself (he also used to work as a blacksmith)
and he made the fixtures to secure the briar hilothe lathe himself. Vagn normally uses the "bints"
shape the bowl, - hardly ever the belt sander.|Bismading is done by hand. There is no rule book on
how to make a pipe, and Vagn has taken the wordssoiom Sixten Ivarsson once told him to heart: "It
doesn't matter how you make the pipe, - as longagnake it well!" The "bims" is probably the most
important tool for Vagn; this is the preferred maehwhen the hand carved pipes are made. The stem
work is done on the other lathe, - the tenon isaahiand the bore is drilled. The stems are madue fre
traditional ebonite, but artificial amber is alssed for Vagn's pipes: "It's a wonderful materiavtark

with. It doesn't require as much sanding, and youalways see what you are doing inside the bore!"
On the other hand you can't make any mistakes #irecebvious to see exactly how the milling oéth
bore at the lip was made. Vagn is a master atahd he received praise from his strict mastehier

work. He only uses handmade stems for his pipes.bbiwl and stem have to form a unity. He's using
the belt sander to remove excess material whennga&ddle stems, but the rest of the work is dgne b
hand. Vagn's older brother, - who's a shop maratgemachine shop, has offered to make a machine to
ease the work, but Vagn turned him down: "Pipe mgls a craft, and this part of the process hdeto
maintained!"

Vagn is looking back at his apprenticeship as & freitful time: "l found out what | want. Manduela
often told me not to let others dictate what tollsounded strange at the time, - but now | dét it

Vagn's strength is his attention to detail, an g@acan't ignore if you want to make a name for

yourself in Danish pipe making. The time spenhatgtore in Studiestreede with the customers alé® ga
him a sense of what it was the customers wanteslbiggest critic is located within the four walts a
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home: His wife Pia, who has followed him throughthé development, likes to give advice and hint's
when new pipes are being presented in the I|V||cngroThe|r son Steffen often joins Vagn in the
workshop where he is filing awa ; : ;

on old semi-finished pipes. The
small belt sander in the shop is
proof that Pia gets involved: Onef
day she saw an ad for the
machine, and she thought it wou
be handy to have in the workshoj
She bought it for Vagn, and his
comment was: "She's a good
girl!™.

The "Vagn Nielsen" pipes are sold from the hom&aonversvej in Korsgr, and if you are lucky you
may find a few at Remo Sgrensen on Strgget in G@gmam. Vagn's biggest wish is to make a living as
a pipe maker, - and in connection with WM in pip@oking in SAS Falkoner Center a collection of his
pipes were displayed. Overseas contacts were raaddpday the whole collection is at Peter
Heinrich’s in Cologne.

We wish Vagn the best of luck for the future, - dmdhis pipes!

Perfect stem work, the band is buffalo t
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Fine pipes from Finn

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 71, March 1996
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translated by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

Over the past few years you have been able to admi
the hand made pipes from Finn Andersen, Skoviundg
connection with the local pipe smoking competitions
Zealand. Finn has been a pipe smoker for more4ba
years, and he made the first pipe when he serviekin
army. The briar block was purchased from Pipe-Dan
and during his watch he would work on the pipe. The
final result was a "Chimney" style pipe, similarthe
models you could purchase from Pipe-Dan. Since thg
Finn had purchased the usual briar blocks with pre- |
installed stems, but the pipe making didn't reafgin
until he joined Nordisk Tobakskollegium in a viatt

NGNS SRR R
Drawing, template and a sample block of b

the pipemaker Sgren Refbjerg in Sgborg.

Immediately Finn thought "That's what | want to

do!".

Following the Refbjerg visit in 1992 the tedious

' work of building a work shop began. He

purchased a big old lathe and had new bearings

installed in it, - later a smaller version followed

Then polishers, "bims" and a wonderful work

bench he always keeps tidy. "I have to keep things

tidy due to the limited space" he explains. But the

y machines are not enough. Almost all tools used on
the lath are special tools, - and purchasing them

Finn milling the smoke channel would be a costly affair. Finn has the advantage of

being a blacksmith by trade, so he has made d thbee special
tools himself; Conical drill bit's for army mourtess, special files, }
drill bit's in odd sizes and a device to secureltfiar block in the |
lathe, - to name a few.

Since the visit at Sgren Refbjerg's work shop, re®das been
tremendous support for Finn during his "apprentigés Refbjerg ©
is always ready to give feedback, - good or badj Amn has n
doubts that he owes Sgren from Sgborg a greatfalehls advice s
concerning finish, stain and proportions. Finn'sdeis are mainl
classical shapes: A small short straight model ligh finish is the |
desired end result when a new briar block is pickpdFinn is a
perfectionist, - and this affects his choice ofahriwhen a new
model is being developed, he first tests it on lograde briar, and:
when it is approved he moves to the more experisieg, - priced |
at kr. 170 per block. He is using templates of rcigastic, - thi
allows him to see the grain through the templatel, lze can pla

the shape in the best possible way to get the masdf the grain. A F|hp|pe in f.ncompgr “
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There are no guarantees though, and flaws inside
the briar often result in discarded blocks when
cracks or voids appear during the process. On the
smooth models a sand spot or two are accepted, -
but filler is only used on the sandblasted and
rusticated models. Finn is a very honest persod, an
he always points out any flaws to the customer
before selling a pipe. "You need to know what you
are buying" he explains. Some pipes are decorated
with bands of boxwood, laburnum or lignum-vitae.
As a specialty, Finn uses a drill to make ths
chamber, - normally it is milled. Finn feels thg
the camber is more even and without ma
when it is drilled.
About a year ago Finn started on silver sm
work. Financially it made sense; - your choicf
are limited when using prefabricated silver. Fil
took classes through his union, and today h
so skilled that he can add a silver accent i
suits the pipe. In addition a silver band c : S
reinforce a thin shank that may be prone The master for milling facet pipes is madeFinn
: . breaking if handled wrong. He also makes
miniature pipes that are soldered to the band
itself. There are no limitations, - it's about
getting the pipe smokers to stop and say
"What is that?", Finn explains while working
2% on ferrules for army mount models. He was
familiar with the soldering technique already,
so the challenge is in the molding. Prior to
soldering the silver is cleaned with flux, and
. the flux it removed later using a sulfuric acid
. solution. If this is not done, the flux will form
a hard coating on the silver. At present he is

Flux s applied to the S”V ) experimenting with silver on the stems which

Precision stem wol

are handmade as well. At first Finn used moldethste
but he got tired of not being able to get a "dekgky §
finish. He buys ebonite and Cumberland rods &
makes the stems on the small lathe.

At the age of 56, Finn started rather late with piyee
making, but he is constantly improving by practigiif
others have a desire and interest in making pipies,
is very accommodating passing on his experience. /4 5
role model is Bangs Pibemageri: "Their sense ewﬁ

and finish is fantastic; - | don't know if | wilver make & N i
it that far". A view of the work shu
So far pipe making is only a hobby, but when Finn

retires (in about 4 years) there will be more tbméndulge:

"I have a lot of ideas, - but too little time". Aw of us are looking forward to his retirement.....
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Poul Hansen - Denmark’'s Oldest Pipe Maker

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 74, December 1996
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

At the age of almost 87, Poul Hansen is indispytabl
the oldest active pipe maker in Denmark. Hopeftlilg
article will tell exactly how active he is.

It is 1940 in Copenhagen. It is during WWII, andri
is a shortage of just about anything. Poul Hansen i
working as a machinist, and he is very good with hi
hands. At work, a couple of his coworkers woule: lik I
give a pipe to one of the foremen as a presene Lik LSS
everything else, a pipe is not easy to come bythmit '
coworkers don't think it will be a problem for Poul
Hansen to make one! So where do you find the right s A&
materlalS? T.hrOLIgh the rumor mil th‘?y find outitha Poul Hansen in his characterlst|c profile. Notidet
cigar dealer in the Bremerholm-area is supposedly  jyyentory in the background. In the Pibe-Dan days
selling briar b|OCkS, - the wood used for plpeSEWh he was called "The man with the egg cartons!"
Poul Hansen approaches the cigar dealer he is itret w

the question: "Which qualifications do you havehiitpipe making?" Well, - Poul Hansen was fairly
convinced he Would be able fo figure it out. lefaturned out that the briar blocks were of a very

; ?’ | Later an acquaintance referred him to Sixten haarge make
& ~ parts for machines. At the time Sixten had alresstablished
-7/, apipe workshop in Vimmelskaftet, - so in returntiee parts
%i Poul Hansen received briar blocks and lessonsp@ ipiaking.
- At the same time a hotel clerk named P.E. Hermaoeived a
grant to go to France, to further educate himséHiwthe
s 07 | hotel business. During his stay, he made contgoetple in
> 75— | Corsica, and they made him the importer of thaardslocks
A freehand by Poul Hansen. Underneath a in Denmark.
mid 60's pipe catalog from Switzerland
covering Poul Hansen pipes Poul Hansen settled down as a pipe maker on Uglanej
aided by Sixten Ivarsson's and Hermann's knowledlge
customers, he slowly established a good custonssr, band the shop was moved to Frederiksvej in
Valby.

P

One day, - in 1962, Poul Hansen was walking dowreVej in the
northwest area. Before becoming a pipe maker heahigite
workshop where he manufactured metal planterstheofun of it
he walked into the alley to refresh old memories] e discovered
that a shop in the back was available on the Zvat thlong with

his old shop facing the street. A shoe manufactuaerclosed, -
and since Vibevej was a lot closer to his home Ptauisen Another hand carved example, - this
decided to rent both shops and move there. Onritidl@or he time the catalog is from Japan telling
established a workshop and office, and the othap sfas used for about Jess Chonowitsch
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storing and drying the briar blocks.

Contrary to most other Danish pipe makers
Poul Hansen has always handled the sale o
his pipes himself, - no foreign agents are
taking care of distribution. In other words, - I8
has always been fully in charge of what was i
produced and sold to the customers. Yes, - k
pipes have been advertised in the big colorfig
catalogs of lwan Ries in Chicago, Dan Pipe
Hamburg Germany, and also by Pibe-Dan i
Kattesundet. In general those adds had to b
considered promotion of his pipes, - not
specific shapes available for sale in large )
numbers. One exception is Pibe-Dan: Inson & = "% &
cases there was a mass production of certai .
shapes, - such as the popular "chimney".

Poul Hansen in the worksh

Poul Hansen has experienced a lot through hisidife pipe maker. He was part of the big "boomhén t
mid 50's where any man with respect for himselfl ttamake his own pipe(s). The well known briar
block with a stem attached sold like "hot cakeghatPibe-Dan shop. Most times the finished product
was brought back to the shop for evaluation, antkgufew were told in a nice way "that they should
probably look for opportunities outside the pipevaag trade” - as Poul Hansen puts it. At this tiamsy
briar block was used, - nothing was discarded dineelemand was extremely high.

Poul Hansen has also participated in the big "staavs” for Stanwell and Ngrding abroad, -
backbreaking work, but it gave you a different ous¢r perspective.

When the blocks arrive they are sanded, - "it
makes it easier to see the grain. Off course |
don't know what's inside the wood, but it
gives me a hint on how to get the most out
of it" Poul Hansen says. Then he works the
block into a semi-finished shape, - "By
doing this | avoid cracks. Cracks often
appear if you leave the rough blocks whole.
| have less waste, and when | later have to
fit the stem it fits perfect and permanently!".
A method | never heard of before. As

' mentioned earlier, then Poul Hansen decides
on the shapes himself, but | do see a lot of
straight models. "It's an easy model to sell"

he explains. Poul Hansen has a rather large
inventory of pipes, - but that doesn't worry
him, - "So far | have had no problem getting therds he answers when | point it out. Models are
made from pure imagination, - but the boxes witdrded bowls are often used as inspiration. A
discarded shape can become quite nice if you chiéwegeroportions, or maybe make the walls of the
bowl a little thinner. Poul Hansen doesn't use ok on a certain model or pipe, - "it doesn't gay
the pipe won't sell" he explains. The blocks widrynice grain are worked on the "bims", - the dath

Sem-finished shape

87



only used to make the chamber and
smoke channel. The expensive pipe
normally get the same dark brown
stain, enhancing the grain as light °
streaks; - this color will reveal any
mistakes or flaws, so it is a good
indicator of the quality. Around 300
pipes of this quality are made ever
year. He makes around 1,200 of th
cheaper grades each year. They are
turned on the lathe, and the "collar"
at the base of the bowl is removed
the "bims". All smooth pipes have
handmade stems; - the sandblastec :

pipes have molded stems. | couldn'@® , | “ape e
find any sandblasted pipes in the Lot's of discard bowls are ready to inspire new gie
shop, and Poul Hansen explained

that the Japanese buy them all, - "they can'tig@igh!, the reason is that | once priced the sasthdi
pipes too low, and the Japanese have a hard tisherstanding that prices go up once in a whilehsg t
still get them at a discounted price - they arg/Veppy". Japan is the biggest market for the pipes
Vibevej. Most often the order states how many pigfesach grade they need, and the price for each
grade they have to pay. The shape is Poul Hansleoise, but years of supplying pipes to them also
means that he knows what they are expecting from Tihe price is crucial. Poul Hansen recalls & visi
by three Japanese who were introduced throughandap dealer. They visited Vibevej, and one of
them found quite a few pipes he would like to paseh The total bill became rather high, - kr. 18,80
be exact, but Poul Hansen felt he would give theagbreak, so in ignorance he stated at he wouwll gi

- . . him adiscount of kr. 308,

% ; _— : ~~ making it kr. 10,000 even. That
turned out to be a mistake! The
Japanese was offended and aired
his honest opinion to Poul
- Hansen: He had never asked for
~any favors, and he was quite able
to pay the price, - at which point
the exact amount was put on the
table. Later Poul Hansen learned
from the Japanese dealer that he
could easily have "saved the
situation” by saying he had made
a mistake, - the price was kr.
11,000. This would not have
. sparked the same reaction.

The workshop is a fantastic area,

> Sy

BT st e T S oo ~ 7 -lcould have spent days nosing
o N around in there. There are all
A wonderful tro kinds of machines, - most made

by Poul Hansen to make sure
they are just right for pipe making. As an exantpehas made a machine to grind the handmade stems
on, which makes sure that the height of the ligxactly the same on both sides. The same type of
machine can be found at Ngrding, another pipe malkhra passion for machines. Erik Ngrding is

88



"popping" by once in a while, and then the two
pipe makers have a good talk about the past. Tl
cutting bits for the lathe are home made, and P
Hansen can mill all kinds of brass collars for the
shank. Even silver collars for army mount pipes
are made by hand using homemade devices. Tl
education as a machinist has been very useful.
Every little corner of the shop is being used, anc
even though it might look a little "messy", Poul
Hansen knows exactly where everything is. The
is a place for mixing stains, a place for
"bimsning", a band saw, several lathes,
workbenches etc. | asked if he would consider
getting an apprentice, - "Yes, - but pipe makin
is not a recognized trade, so it is not possible
hire an apprentice within the law. In addition
you have to know a bit of foreign languages, wetéers from time to time, being good with numbers
and bookkeeping is an advantage, and then youtbawe creative and good with your hands. Those
people are few and far between!"

In spite of his high age Poul Hansen has no plan®giiring from making pipes. He is in excellent
health, mentally and physically. During vacatioesdften travels abroad, - each year he visits both
France and Lapland to explore the magnificent eafline experience is brought back home via his
camera; photography is his past time passion.

And then the Iwan Ries Catalog used as backgrooma f
perfect "Hansen"

89



Karl-Erik Pipes

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 76, May 1997
Written by: Peter B. Lau

Photo: Sgren Neergaard

Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

During the past couple of years it has been passibpurchase
Karl-Erik Ottendal pipes from the Danish pipe storeor
several years the pipe maker only exported hisspipeat he
has realized that there also is a potential iltheish market.
In this article we portray a pipe maker who underds to
develop his cratft.

Working with pipes began by sheer coincidence:958LKarl-
Erik was an apprentice as a lithographer in KorEwerybody
at the printers was smoking a pipe, even the fonawtao at
that time was Karl-Erik's brother-in-law, and heeevmade his

own pipes. Karl-Erik was invited to his workshomer today's The smokmg qua||t|es have to be perfect.
standards you would hardly consider it a real pipekshop. Here the draught hole is drilled to hit
Everything was done manually using files etc. Kk was perfectly in the bottom center of the
eager and stubborn, so during the remainder of his
apprenticeship he refined his work and the pipegweld to his coworkers, - as Karl-Erik puts it: "
really wanted that motorcycle!".

chamber.

When the apprenticeship was completed he was iséatim Africa,
- Nairobi in Kenya to be exact. We are now in thdye60's, and
the young lithographer was training the localshie art of printing.
The pipes are still in the back of his mind; - tmdy pipes available
were the Kilimanjaro pipes - the African meerschauipe. After 4
years in Africa Karl-Erik returns to Denmark, arftearoaming
. around for a while he ends up settling down in Hedene. In
1967 he had made 12 pipes, and he decided to $temwtb Pibe-
Dan. "You probably have to improve a bit, - butrtlyeu are
' T welcome back!" the verdict sounded. He then proeg¢d Remo

A half-bent modelis being drilled. This Sgrensen, who at that time was located at the Réytal, and he

is why the drill bitis placed lowinthe - ot 1he same verdict. But Karl-Erik was determined stubborn,

mortise. . . . . .

so he continued working with his file and saw.

In 1970 the pipe maker had taken advantage ofrbiegsional
trade and created a 4-color catalog of his crestidie showed the
catalog to Oppenheim's agent for the USA duringalet fair in
Copenhagen, - and he liked the pipes. Karl-Erik kjsi day job
and started producing fancy pipes for the Ameritanket. He
needed machines, and Carlo Madsen who worked ige arfaker
at Pibe-Dan at the time helped him install the nreehand
introduced Karl-Erik to the function and use of daaw's, "bims"
and sanders. It would take another 9 months béfarkeErik dared
to use the machines! The sale of fancy pipes itJtha was
booming, and in 1971 Larsen & Stigart, Remo Sgmeasel Karl-
Erik joined forces, and Karl-Erik was to produce ttoee American

Unfortunately the picture can't show

. . how fast Karl-Erik works on the
market. Later Karl-Erik wanted to be independeaths opened "hims"

his own workshop with 14 employees in Sengelgsthdrearly
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70's his production had been about 400 pipes a ybat 5
years later this had skyrocketed to 40,000 a wedt,almost
everything produced went to the USA.

The second oil crisis at the end of the 70's hah@r impact
on the business. The dollar dropped resultingwelgprices.
New markets were found in Germany, Switzerland lgadg, -
but the two latter markets soon faded. In 1989 &k
began working with Design Berlin. They work wittppi
tobaccos, - but also pipe production. Over the Geyegars
Karl-Erik provided a lot of support to Design Berli
concerning the production of pipes, but also wittistribution on the German market. Demonstration
tours were arranged all over the country, - andas hard work to sit at a working booth all daykitey
to customers, and at the same time you had to otnate on making a perfect pipe. After hours you
would continue socializing with the agent and degée1 were visiting, and often it was very late whe
you finally made it back to the hotel. Next mornihgtarted all over again. The demonstration tours
normally lasted 5 weeks.

In May 1995 Karl-Erik begin selling pipes on therilxh
market. Today he is selling around 2,800 pipesenrark
each year. The rest of the annual production @@ @&pes is
exported to Germany and Austria. Karl-Erik is veappy
with the sales in Denmark: "It is vital to haveetwiork of
good dealers who likes your pipes!"
Today Karl-Erik is living in Tune south of Roskildand next
" to his home he has established a 20 square metkshap.
Here you find all a pipe maker will ever need: Baaas,
lathes, "bims", sanders and polishers. In conjonctvith the
workshop he has a nice office where the pipes@tedand
placed in boxes prior to being shipped all overdbentry. In the office you also find a variety"#farl-
Erik tobaccos", - a product first introduced in BerThe tobacco is still sold in Germany and Denikna
"The tobacco's only bring in a very small profibut they help promoting the brand" Karl-Erik state
Today Karl-Erik is alone in taking care of the puotion. "It is probably the biggest difference from
earlier days. As a result of my attention to dedat patience, | know every single pipe leaving the
workshop. In addition | decide what is being prastlic- choice of finishes and models are mine alone
The staining is a combination of the basic colexd r
blue and yellow. Trends and his imagination decides
the final result. "The popular colors from the 7&'s
coming back, but now the pipes have to be polished,
matt pipes won't sell". Matt pipes loose the casitra
quickly since they have been treated with oil mgkin
the grain darker. A polished pipe is first lacquere
Then the lacquer is removed again by sanding, - but o
some of it remains in the wood making the polist la '5'%«‘:'~ ) - YOS
longer. For the German 9mm pipes he only usesiacr!“ - NRTBCD g b
stems. This material remains shiny and black. "The  1wo different stages in Karl-Erik's production. The
Germans don't want anything else" Karl-Erik stabes, one in the back is the very first pipe he madegisin
there are some down sides to the material: "I belthe afile
stems are hard on your teeth, and then they dreudlif
to shape, - they simply melt. They are fitted vétfeflon bushing to ensure a perfect fit under any
conditions, - hot or cold!" The pipes for the Ddnimarket are fitted with black ebonite or Cumbedian
stems.

A straight Grain with a brass fittir
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Karl-Erik considers himself a "well organized pipaker".
The pipes are produced in batches of 150. During
production the pipes are sorted: Some are seléatesilver
or brass fittings, others will go to sandblastifige process
is so organized that by the time the smooth pipeseady
for filler, the sandblasted are returning to theksbop for
the next steps in the process. | doubt any other miaker
can operate "bims" and sander as quickly as Kakt-Er
the pipe is without too many features he can pops B s
towards 50 pipes in an hour, this combined with the ~ +7/"%

organized processing make the price for a hancedapipe ; ‘ = : ,
very competitive. "l can't make one pipe at a tireor Not only classical models are made, - here an
400, but 150 pipes of more or less different defitigrmy example of a freehand

pace" Karl-Erik says. The smooth pipes are soritul4

categories depending on the appearance of the gndithe
amount of filler used. Off course the best are auittfiller.
Contrary to other pipe makers, who will often chatige
pipes shape during the process, Karl-Erik alreaythe

final shape identified during the cutting step be band saw:
"A typical "Karl-Erik" is a pipe where stem and blosveates
a unity. On the half-bent pipes the stem will aleég in line
with the top of the rim, - and price and qualitways go
hand in hand. If they don't the customers won'tedack"
he states. When asked how he has changed ovehéime

An A-series pipe displayed on the la

replies: "I make what | feel like making. | do rempy
other pipe makers, - why would I? Just like a paint

we have a certain style recognized in the prodaoctio
We change over time, but the "tell-tell" signs stié .
reflected in the production. Ean

Karl-Erik's pipes can be admired (and bought) in ?
approximately 50 pipe shops across Denmark - witl: "ﬁ?}}/

only one dealer in each town.......
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Among friends called "Benner"

Piber & Tobak, Issue # 81, September 1998
Written by: Christian Dencker Larsen
Photo: Christian Dencker Larsen
Translation by: Sheilah & Poul Rasmussen

It is a little odd to write an article about a pErs/ou
have known for the past 14 years. Both Bent and
myself were present, - on the evening in February
1984, when tobacconist Preben Reimann Jensen
arranged a pipe smoking contest in Roskilde-Haller
This evening would be the first steps towards the
formation of Roskilde Pipe Club, and we both signe
up as part of the team who would arrange the
constituent assembly. On this occasion we were bc
elected for the board, and we remained there for
several years. The friendship has developed oeer tl
years, - S0 it's a statement of fact that both Rentl

| —-—

had a hard time with the odd situation that suddemerged, when | had to sit as an interviewemagki
all kinds of questions.

In his professional life Bent is a carpenter. Is $pare time he enjoys a great deal of bicyclimgmd

then he makes pipes. | think Bent is one of theigbapipe makers who have the best understanding of
shapes. His sense for how a Pot, a Bulldog orssidal Billiard has to look is in line with my own
perception. As a result Bent's pipes are well isgaméed in my personal pipe collection, - "over-
represented” according to my better half!

Even though we have known each other for years,
Bent never told me how he first began as a pipe
maker: We write late 60's - Bent has been workarg f
Myresjohus - but he and a colleague decided to take
the leap and open their own business manufacturing
windows. The pipe maker Karl-Erik just happened to
" have his workshop just above their shop in
. Hedehusene. One day Bent had an errand upstairs,
and he takes advantage of the situation to bupe pi
Bent was already a long time pipe smoker, and since
Karl-Erik and Bent got along quite well he had the
Two nicely rusticated pipes. Bent makes a very deep opportunity to buy more pipes. One day Karl-Erik
rustication asked: "Don’t you want to make one yourself?", and
Bent took the challenge. It was during the fangyepi
period, so there were not too many demands comgeproportions etc., so the first attempts turned o
quite well. At one point the production of windogt®pped, and Bent started working for a glaziet, bu
the work did not agree with his bad back, so onehgawas back at Karl-Erik's, - now employed in the
pipe workshop. It was at the peak of the pipe ngkieriod: Fancy-pipes were flying out of the
workshop and across the Atlantic to the craving Acaa pipe smokers, - so at one point Bent decided
to try his luck on his own. At Zettervig's on Ndiregade in Copenhagen he met Ingelise Frederiksen
who was an importer for the American market, - sinéd was the one encouraging him to take the
chance. In 1975 He opened a workshop at Magleh#gMwHedeland southeast of Roskilde where he
continued production of Fancy-pipes for Califorthia following two years. "The wilder the bettegl+
| made was those horrible pipes” as Bent put's it.
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As everybody else Bent purchased the
briar blocks from Hermann in Slagelse,
and through him he made contact to S.
Bang. Bent and Bang were getting along
pretty well, and one day Bang suggested
that he could get Bent access to the g
German market through the agent Otto &
Kopp. Kopp would come by to look at
some pipes, and this suited Bent's future
plans well since the American market wa
declining. The orders got smaller and F 5
prices were dropping, so itwas only & A wonderful bent Tanshell with "Shilling" gr:
matter of time before the Fancy-adventure

would be over. Kopp came by and looked at the Fgmggs, and it was obvious that he was getting
more and more upset. All discussions were betwieeserman and S. Bang; - Bent was just standing
there without a clue watching S. Bang getting naré more anxious. It turned out that the German
only wanted classic shapes, - not Fancy-pipesa8gBad arranged another showing with the German
in two weeks, - this time it would be classic shapent suddenly had a problem, he wasn't familiar
with making classic shapes, but he managed to@ptgdes ready. Kopp liked the pipes, so Bent was
back in business. The pipes for West Germany weaid@ally different price level, and the fairs in
Frankfurt gave him an opportunity to meet otheepipakers and the customers as well. When the
American market finally collapsed overnight, Berie

to Pibe-Dan to show a selection of his pipes. Ra&Mrs.
Dan were obviously pleased with the pipes, and afte
while they suggested that Bent could begin as @ pip
maker in the store as a replacement for Tom EltBog.

that wasn't anything for Bent; his moods did notgdl

with the set working pattern for that type of stdtés
changing moods were also the reason for his sueién
from professional pipe making: Gitte, - his wifetla¢

time, had enough, and the divorce hit Bent so tathe
dropped pipe making completely. All machines werld s
for next to nothing - he simply didn't want to loak

lathes and polishers ever again. Bent moved to an
apartment in Tune, - where he's still living, arddegan
working as a carpenter again.

It is one thing to leave a trade that had meamhgoh to
you, - it's another thing to stick with the decisiblis

fingers started itching, and thoughts of one newdehafter another were popping into his mind, so in
1985 he contacted Karl-Erik, and Bent started n@kipes again on his machines in Sengelgse. The
pipes were mainly sold to friends and contacts ftbenmany pipe club's that seemed to pop up all ove
Sjeelland at that time. In 1988 Nordisk Tobakskallegarranged a competition as part of DM in pipe
smoking's 10 year jubilee: Create "Pipe Model ef Ylear" to be used during the competition. Bent was
the lucky winner with his suggested Apple modehvah oval shank, - and it became part of Stanwell's
standard lines. As a side remark | can mentionBleat is an experienced competition smoker, and he
has been competing at the DM on Hotel D'Angleteuery year since 1980.

In 1992 he stopped making pipes at Karl-Erik's wsbdp, and 4 years went by without making a single
pipe. Again ideas were popping into his mind, louspite of several requests from his surroundings,
Bents cautious nature prevented him from takingripeo the bank to ask for a loan. Finally he giyn
had to: "That is a decision | have never regrettedsays. When asked how it was to start again he
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replies: "l was very nervous. My own and othe
expectations scared me. | had bought 20 - 30
briar blocks, and after a couple of rounds with
the lathe | was back in the hang of things
again!"
Bent always had an ability to renew himself, -
both with respect to shapes and to finish. It is
the most unusual thing that can inspire a new
shape. From his time at Maglehgj Mglle he
recalls an episode vividly: Bent is home for
lunch, and he is sitting in the kitchen. Sudden
it hits him, - the faucet by the sink is a shape
that could be used as a basis for a pipe mode
His wife states: "You are crazy", - but he's
already heading for the shop. A couple of days
later he brings the new shape home. Gitte hasrutalat the pipe, - which is very nice, is a cayfyhe
faucet. he has been playing with ideas in similaysshroughout his time as a pipe maker. Bent can
wake up in the middle of the night, - with a nevaé fresh in mind, and then it's time to get a lodld
pen and paper to make a sketch of the bowl. | baea in the company of Bent several times, when he
suddenly becomes distant. He is suddenly sittifgsrown little world where thoughts and ideas are
floating around. To this he comments: "A lot of pepask me if | can only say Huh?
~ Bent's favorite models are the Bulldog, The Appld a

the Billiard with a Cognac stain. The pipes arewoft
short and small "nosewarmers" easy to smoke without
getting "lockjaw". And then he is stubborn: If hash
an idea he will continue to hunt for a solutionr Fo
years he's been working on a solution on how toamak
a "Sea Coral" similar to the Savinelli, - and | bdo
admit that his finished attempts are very good.thao
example is the dark contrast stain Tom Eltangiisgis
Bent is getting very close to a similar effectut bnly
because of his persistence.
One day he's contacted through his brother, and is
asked to test a hard wood type. Bent brings ounéws
handsaw and starts cutting, - nothing happens! The
block is then brought to work, and he runs it tigiou
the band saw. A colleague is pointing out thad it i
olive wood, and finally things begin to add up. He
recalls seeing pipes made out of olive wood in some
Italian pipe magazines years’ back, so Bent begins
making a few models. Since then more models have
emerged, and even though it is said it's a vesy oil

Examples of Bent's new "Sea Co wood species there has been no complaints congernin

the smokeability, - quite the opposite.

In connection with the apartment in Tune, Bentdasall garden with a shed. This is where he has
established the "smallest pipe workshop in Denmaskhe put's it.
Being the prankster he is, - Roskilde Pipe Clubaatanding invitation to visit the workshop. Wetju
have to spread the visit out over a month or twee Workshops small, but Bent has all the machines
he needs to make pipes: Lathe, "bims", sander alishpr. Bent is a "neat freak”, so the shop isaghv
spotless.

One of Bent's favorite- a small Apple with contrast ste
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Contrary to many other pipe makers
Bent doesn't mind telling who inspires ™
him: "I like Tom Eltang and Anne Julie’
work a lot; - Tom Eltang due to his
color, finish and models, Anne Julie
because of her crazy ideas - there are §
probably some similarities there - and
then both are very pleasant people!"
When asked if he one day would
consider making pipe making his way c
living again, - he promptly replies: "No,
- there are too many uncertainties in thc
business. But on the other hand, - if a
large pipe store one day offered to sell
selection of my pipes | would definitely consider!"

A "lyre", - the rings are made of buxb:

By the way, - Bent's last name is Nielsen........
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